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A Market Town 

Situated in the heart of North Norfolk since before the Norman 
Conquest, you will find the country market town of Aylsham. 
Main routes from Norwich to the coast and King’s Lynn skim its 
edge, and a network of lanes will lead you to the villages in the 
wider area. With the famous Norfolk Broads, the North Norfolk 
Coast and the magnificent cathedral city of Norwich only ten 
miles away in each direction, and the gently rolling Norfolk 
countryside on its doorstep, Aylsham is a central and excellent 
base for holiday makers, as well as being in constant demand by 
those looking for somewhere to live. 

The famous National Trust properties of Blickling Hall and 
Felbrigg Hall are nearby – Blickling is in fact only about a mile out 
of the town – and Oxburgh Hall is further to the west of the 
county. Holkham and Sandringham are also within easy reach. 
These are just some of the wonderful country houses near to 
Aylsham. For those whose preference is gardens, there are many, 
including Mannington, Hoveton Hall gardens at Wroxham, 
Fairhaven Woodland and Water Garden at South Walsham, and 
Sheringham Park, designed by Humphry Repton. Pensthorpe, 
well known to BBC Springwatch, is also easily accessible from the 
town.  If steam railways are your hobby, the Bure Valley narrow 
gauge railway starts its nine mile run to Wroxham from Aylsham, 
and the North Norfolk standard gauge railway runs along the 
coast from Sheringham to Holt. 

On Mondays, Aylsham Market Place bustles with stalls, and the 
goods auctioned at the sale yard a few minutes walk away, range 
from bric-a-brac to bicycles; there is a further general market each  

 

 

Friday.  Every first Saturday each month, a Farmers Market sells 
local produce in the Market Place, and at regular intervals on a 
variety of days there are specialist auctions of different types of 
antique goods in the sale rooms. Aylsham shops vary from small 
to medium sized supermarkets to family owned businesses. 
Parking everywhere is free. 

Although the town’s population has more than doubled since the 
1960’s - now over 9000 - the town remains a community, with 
many active societies and clubs that often come together at 
events in the town.  The Aylsham Show that originally began in 
1946 as a gymkhana on the Recreation Ground has long 
outgrown its former home to become one of the most successful 
one-day shows in the country, held at Blickling Park each August 
Bank Holiday Monday. 

Aylsham became a Cittàslow town in November 2004, and is now 
part of an international network of towns that celebrate quality of 
life, towns that care about their heritage, local produce and skills, 
and their residents – and that includes our many visitors –whom 
we regard as “temporary residents!” 

Finally, as a Town Council we have tried to produce a guide that is 
of help both to visitors and to present and future residents. Any 
suggestions that could help us improve it would be most 
welcome and should be addressed to the Town Clerk. 

Sue Lake 

Town Clerk

Welcome to  
Aylsham
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Amazing New Offer!
Remote Controlled Roller Garage Door 
fitted from £799 inc. Made to measure. 
Max width 2500mm, max height 2400mm. 
Wide range of colours.  
Old door & frame removed.  
Free Quote. 5 year warranty  
included. Larger doors  
available. Call for prices. 
Remote key fob  
for ease of access.

www.richiebcleaningservices.com

AMIKA
Ladies Bout ique

01263 734548  |  amika.aylsham@outlook.com 
32 Red L ion St reet,  Aylsham NR11 6ER



Aylsham Town Council

The Town Council is based in the offices above the Town Hall in 
the Market Place Aylsham, NR11 6EL. 

The offices are open Monday – Friday from 9.30am to 3pm and 
9.30am to 12.30pm on Fridays.  

Contact details: 
Telephone: 01263 733354 
E-mail: info@aylsham-tc.gov.uk 
www.aylsham-tc.gov.uk 
Facebook Page  - aylsham 

Responsibilities  

The Town Council has responsibility for: 
• Maintaining the street lighting, including the replacement and 
    the installation of additional standards (except in Red Lion St, 
    Norwich Rd, Sir Williams Close, Henry Page Road, Bure 
    Meadows and The Willows which are the responsibility of the 
    County Council) During 2020 the Town Council converted all 
    street lighting to LED’s 
•  Maintaining four properties belonging to the town (The Town 
     Hall and 23 Market Place, both listed buildings, and the 
     Cemetery Cottage, originally the home of the cemetery keeper 
     and the Drill Hall) 
•  Caring for certain open spaces (The Staithe and Old Station Yard 
     in Millgate, the Lychgate Garden, and various play areas and 
     amenity land on local housing developments)  
•  Maintaining the Cemetery and the Churchyard 
•  Creating and updating Aylsham Neighbourhood Plan 
•. Providing and managing four allotment sites 
•  Managing the Market Place and its markets, including the 
     monthly Farmers’ Markets 
•  Monitoring the Burgh Road and Buttsland car parks on behalf 
     of Broadland District Council  
•. Carrying out Highway verge cutting on behalf of Norfolk 
    County Council 
•  Providing and managing the public toilets and providing, inter 
     alia, litter bins, dog waste bins and bus shelters 
•. Christmas lights and decorations through a dedicated band of 
     volunteers 
•  Community events 

The Town Council consists of 13 councillors who all live in or 
within 3 miles of the town. They are elected every four years with 
the next elections scheduled for May 2023. Anyone interested in 
becoming a Town Councillor please contact the Town Clerk via the 
details above. 

Broadland District Council 

Broadland District Council's offices are in Thorpe St Andrew, 
Norfolk. It is responsible for planning and conservation, housing, 
council tax collection, benefits, refuse collection, environmental 
health, economic development, neighbourhood plans and 
neighbourhood issues, business support and rates, community 
grants, electoral registration, licensing, street cleaning, and 
health and wellbeing support. 

Tel: 01603 431133 
www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 

Norfolk County Council 

Norfolk County Council is responsible for major county wide 
services such as education, highways, police, fire and rescue, 
social services and libraries. It co-ordinates strategic, transport and 
emergency planning. Its main office is in County Hall, Norwich. 

Telephone: 0344 800 8020 
Email: information@norfolk.gov.uk 
www.norfolk.gov.uk
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Local Police
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at JLH we look

after you......

Bulb fitting

Tyre tread and

pressure check

Antifreeze

check

Collection &

Delivery service

Courtesy cars

Specialists in Auto
Electrics & 
Diagnostics

Specialists in Auto
Electrics & 
Diagnostics
Got an engine fault... or dash lights on?.. Not a problem.
We can check and repair all electrical faults with our state of
the art diagnostic equipment. All makes and models covered.

subject 
to vehicle

• All Vehicle Checks & Repairs 

• Light Commercial & 4X4 

• MOTs and Repairs 

• Aircon Re-Gas & Repairs 

• Tyres and Puncture Repairs 

• Tracking 

• 24hr Recovery 

• Tow Bar Supply & Fitting 

• Collection & Delivery Service

Removals & Storage 
Professional Reliable Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone: 01263 733153 or 
07961185511 

www.sovereignremovals.co.uk

www.jbpostle.com 

Click & Collect Now Available

Telephone: 01263 733145

FOLLOW US 
@JBPostle



Aylsham’s History

Situated on the banks of the River Bure, Aylsham has been 
inhabited since prehistoric times. A hoard of Bronze age 
metalwork was discovered in 1968 close to the High School, 
which shows us evidence of early inhabitants. The town of 
Aylsham takes its name from around 500 AD when a Saxon, called 
Aegel, settled here. Over time, “Aegel’s ham” as it was known, 
became Aylsham.  

It grew to become a large and important place and, when 
recorded in the Domesday Book (1085), it had a population of 
about 1000. In 2001 the census showed a population of  
roughly 6000. 

Aylsham was famous in the 14th century for its fine linen. The 
“Aylsham Web” or “cloth of Aylsham” supplied the royal palaces of 
Edward II and III. John of Gaunt, son of Edward III, whose image 
we see on the town sign, was Lord of the manor at this time. Sadly 
though, by the mid 19th century, competition from industries in 
the north put an end to textile manufacture locally.  

During the reign of Edward III, it was ordered that archery must be 
practised on Sundays and other holidays in place of all other 
sports which were forbidden. The Buttsland or Buttlands is where 

the men of the town practised the long bow, in the piece of land, 
now used as a carpark, which originally spanned 220 yards. 

The market has always been an important part of Aylsham life. In 
the early Middle Ages, markets would have been held in the 
churchyard, but as this was forbidden in 1285, the market place 
(which is owned by the National trust as part of the Blickling 
Estate) was created next to the churchyard. Permission for a 
Saturday market to be held in the town was granted by Henry VIII 
in 1518. Cattle fairs were held twice a year in addition to a  
hiring fair.   

The market place has been the site of many different town events, 
such as Royal Jubilee celebrations and carnivals.  The Town Hall, 
to the side of the Market Place, was built by a private company in 
1857 as a corn exchange 

The narrow street plan of Aylsham dates back to medieval times, 
with many of the old timber framed buildings being given brick 
frontages in the 18th century.  The steep pitch of many of the 
roofs show that they were once thatched with local reeds.  Several 
have the characteristic Dutch gables reflecting the early close links 
between East Anglia and what is now Holland. The Black Boys 
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Stage Coach outside the Town Hall 1910
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PLEASE NOTE our opening hours & groups are different during Covid – please see our webpage to 
check https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries/your-local-
library/locations-and-opening-times/aylsham-library 
 
Regular events: 
  
Bounce & Rhyme Time – every Monday with Stay & Chat afterwards 10.30am Fun rhymes & stories 
for pre-school children and parent/carers 
 
Just a cuppa – every Thursday 10am-12 noon 
Fancy making some new friends, or just to have a good old chat? Then come along to this free drop  
in session. 
 
1 to 1 computer support sessions – please ring the library to enquire and book. 
 
Post Covid we hope to restart all our groups & events: Board Games Group, Cuppa with a Copper, 
Craft groups and workshops, New Leaf talks and Chess Club – please see our website or Facebook 
page for details. 
  
Relax with a magazine or a good book, do your homework, use our free computers or WiFi.  
The library is a great place to meet friends or spend time on your own. 

Aylsham Library 
7 Hungate St. 
NR11 6AA 
01263 732320

Opening times:



public house was probably built in the 17th century; its present 
frontage dates to between 1710 and 1720; the coach entry from 
the market place to the stable yard at the back was blocked up in 
the I930's to be replaced by what is now the bar.     

Originally, traffic between Norwich and Cromer would be carried 
along Red Lion street and along Hungate which has cobbled 
edges, rather than pavements. There were many yards off 
Hungate where people lived in crowded and cramped conditions. 

The John Soame Memorial Pump is a distinctive feature of the 
town. Until 1911 townsfolk drew their water from private wells 
which carried the risk of contamination. The John Soame pump 
was offered to the town as a memorial to John Soame and is 170 
feet deep. Piped water supply finally reached the town in 1938. 

In 1779 a canal extended river navigation to Aylsham and the 
town was linked to the sea at Yarmouth.  Wherries used the 
navigation to transport goods and agricultural produce. However, 
during the flood of 1912 all of the locks and some of the bridges 
(including the one between Coltishall and Horstead) were washed 
out. After the flood the Navigation was never re-opened. 

A parliamentary report of 1777 recorded Aylsham as having a 
workhouse for up to 80 inmates. In 1848-9, a new workhouse for 
up to 600 inmates was built at Aylsham, situated to the west of 
the town. It cost approximately £7,500 and was designed by 
William J Donthorn. The workhouse building then became St 
Michael's Hospital. 

The landmark Church of St Michael and All Angels was 
constructed in the late 13th century with the tower and south 
porch added in the 14th.  The lower part of the rood screen 
survived the Puritan reformers, although some of the panels were 
disfigured.  The graveyard is also the final resting place of 
Humphry Repton, the famous landscape gardener, who chose to 
be buried in a small walled garden near the south chancel door. 

 

 

 

Aylsham Heritage Centre 

The Heritage Centre is housed in the old Parish Room.  It was built 
in 1890 by Benjamin Cooke, a miller in the town, for the grand 
sum of £400.  It was equipped for £60 and then donated to the 
church.  It opened on 1st October 1890. 

The building has had many uses ranging from wedding 
receptions, children’s parties, a temporary library and as a 
meeting room for the church choir and the WI. Local residents 
recall the choir sitting around an organ with a stove for warmth.  
Refreshments for meetings were often prepared on a gas stove.  
One resident vividly recalls being lifted through the window by 
the vicar to unlock the door from the inside to assist a group who 
had been locked out! 

Now the centre houses themed exhibitions which change 
annually.  The archive collection of around 4000 photographs is 
available for visitors to view.  The centre is also home to a tourist 
information point giving information about local attractions, as 
well as history walks around the town. 

Entry is free, although donations are always welcome. 

Opening times: Monday (10.30am-1pm), Tuesday-Friday 
(10.30am-3.30pm), first Saturday of every month (10.30am-1pm) 

www.aylshamheritage.com

Aylsham’s History
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A community that cares for itself

Aylsham Care Trust (ACT) was set up 35 years ago and our mission 
is to improve the health and wellbeing of our community, by 
connecting people with each other and providing support to help 
them live well. We are based at our Centre on the St Michaels 
development which has accessible parking, and you can also 
access the centre on foot from the end of Holman Road. Here is a 
summary of the services and support we can provide: 

Orange Blossom Café 

The ACT Café is open to everyone, Monday to Friday. You can drop 
in for breakfast, coffee, cakes, lunch or afternoon tea, and you can 
always expect a friendly welcome. 

Meal Delivery Service 

We can deliver to your home a hot, nutritious, two-course lunch, 
prepared and cooked in our café. We can also deliver a tea option 
if required.  

Lunch Clubs 

Our lunch clubs are currently on Monday at the ACT Centre and on 
Thursday at the Town Hall in Aylsham. We will increase these in 
the future to include other days and venues. These provide an 
excellent opportunity to enjoy a meal in the company of others, 
have a chat, and meet new people. 
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Medical Car Transport 

We run a scheme whereby volunteers can collect people from 
their homes and take them to hospital, GP, dentist and other 
medical appointments. The volunteers can also escort people to 
their appointment and wait until they are ready to go home. 

Community Care 

Lots of people have asked for some additional help in the home, 
often resulting in them being able to live in their homes 
independently for longer. This Community Care service includes 
one of our staff or volunteers coming to sit with someone while a 
loved one / carer goes out shopping or to an appointment, 
helping with light housework or meal preparation, helping with a 
hobby, or just staying for a chat. 

Day Care Services 

Our day care services have reopened and are currently running at 
the ACT Centre. We are also reintroducing our sessions for people 
living with dementia and their carers and families. 

We have been talking to people who use our services and 84% of 
them said that the most important benefit of ACT is that it brings 
people together, reducing feelings of isolation. 82% said that 
they also value the provision of support and care. 

We will always help if we can! 

If you would like to know more about ACT and the work that we 
do, please pop in to see us or call Alison on 01263 733385. You 
can also find out more at www.aylshamcaretrust.co.uk
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Health

Doctors 

The Market Surgery 
26 Norwich Road, Aylsham, NR11 6BW 
Tel: 01263 733331 
www.themarketsurgery.nhs.uk 

Aylsham Surgery 
60 Hungate Street, Aylsham, NR11 6AA 
Tel: 01263 733693 
www.aylshamandreepham.nhs.uk 

NHS Non-Emergency Number 
Tel: 111 
www.nhs.uk 

Dentists 

Aylsham Dental Practice 
21 Red Lion Street, Aylsham, NR11 6ER 
Tel: 01263 732127 
www.aylshamdental.com 

mydentist 
Burgh Road, Aylsham, NR11 6AJ 
Tel: 01263 733577 
www.mydentist.co.uk 

Opticians 

Abbott & Murdoch 
1 Cawston Road, Aylsham, NR11 6BX 
Tel: 01263 733239 
www.abbottandmurdoch.co.uk 

Cecil Amey Opticians 
33 Market Place, Aylsham, NR11 6EN 
Tel: 01263 734307 
www.cecilameyopticians.co.uk 

Hearing Care 

Cecil Amey Opticians 
33 Market Place, Aylsham, NR11 6EN 
Tel: 01263 734307 
www.cecilameyopticians.co.uk 

Pharmacies  

Lloyds Pharmacy 
6 Market Place, Aylsham, NR11 6EH 
Tel: 01263 733118 
www.lloydspharmacy.com 

Opening Times:  
Monday to Friday - 8.30am-6pm 
Saturday - 9am-5.30pm 

Willows Pharmacy 
15 Frazers Yard, Aylsham, NR11 6FB 
Tel: 01263 735025 

Opening Times:  
Monday to Friday - 8.30am-6.30pm 
Saturday - 9am-1pm 
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CALL NOW ON 
01263 732127 

www.aylshamdental.com 
aylshamdentalpractice@btconnect.com 
The Alleyway, 21 Red Lion Street, Aylsham NR11 6ER 

(Opposite Bond’s Chip Shop) 

“The practice principal is a regular contributor to dental issues raised" 
(As heard on Radio Norfolk)

Are you looking for  
a great dentist? 

 Aylsham’s only Independent Dental 

Practice accepting private patients

 Same day Digital Crowns and Bridges 

 Dental Implants 

 Clear Aligners 

 Advanced Hygiene Department 

 Tooth Whitening 

 Cosmetic Dentistry

• Open 6 days a week 

• Cardio and weights areas 

• Classes include: 

    - Barbells 

    - Kettlebells 

    - Circuits 

    - Yoga 

    - Pilates 

    - Keep fit 

• Monthly membership –    
    no contract 
• Personal Training 

• Next to the Fire Station, 
    Cawston Road, near  

    town centre 
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Installers & service engineers of Gas, Solid fuel  
& Electric fires and Fireplaces

• Extensive showroom 
• Located next to BP Garage 

• Open Tuesday to Friday 10-4pm & Saturday 10-2pm 
 

Burgh Road, Aylsham NR11 6AR   Tel 01263 733322 
heatcraft@paston.co.uk 

www.heatcraft-anglia.co.uk

20

Award winning, local 
meats, outside catering, 
voted East of England’s 

best butcher 2017

Coxfords Butchers, 11 Market Place, Aylsham NR11 6EH 
Shop: 01263 732280    

Email:info@coxfordsbutchers.co.uk



Education

Nursery and Primary Schools 

St Michael’s Church of England VA Primary  

and Nursery School 

Tel: 01263 732260 

www.stmichaelsaylsham.co.uk 

We believe that there is a distinctive quality to St Michael’s 
School, one which can be expressed in many ways and means 
different things to different people. It may be its family feel, its 
focus on relationships, its positive approach to education, its 
Forest School, its strong connection to St Michael’s Church, the 
care and respect it cultivates and nurtures, or it may be our 
constant drive to improve, for our children, families and whole 
school community.  

Our school continues to develop in many exciting ways so that it 
can continue to provide a rich and happy experience for our 
children.  

All staff are proud to belong to a team that is committed to 
achieving high standards and providing the very best 
opportunities for the children in its care. Staff, supported by 
governors, work hard to deliver an inspiring and challenging 
curriculum, to prepare children for their next steps in education, 
to help them acquire the skills and confidence they need, and to 
inspire children to pursue learning for the rest of their lives.  

The best way to find out about our school is to come and visit, to 
see us in action and meet staff and children. A telephone call to 
the school office on 01263 732260 is all that is needed to arrange 
this.  

We look forward to welcoming you to our school, and to creating 
happy and successful partnerships with all our new children and 
families.  

Mr John Neenan, Headteacher 

 

John Bear’s Nursery 

Tel:  01263 734 028 

www.johngaunt.norfolk.sch.uk 

John Bear’s Nursery is a new purpose built nursery situated on 

the grounds of John of Gaunt Infant and Nursery School, and is 
part of Aylsham Learning Federation.  Our fabulous facilities 
include an outdoor area with a barked area and mud kitchen, a 
covered veranda, a grassy area with hillocks and an all-weather 
artificial grassed area.  Our aim is to nurture a love of learning, to 
support independent explorers, to ensure children achieve 
excellent progress in all areas of their development.  We aim to 
encourage happy, confident children who feel secure that their 
ideas and emotional needs will be valued.  To ensure this 
happens we use ‘in the moment’ planning.  Planning in the 
moment involves engaging in the play of children, observing and 
assessing their interests, motivations, understanding and skill 
levels and using this knowledge to support and extend these 
further through purposeful and thoughtful teaching 
opportunities. 

We are open 50 weeks a year offering flexible hours from 7.30am 
to 6pm and both 15 and 30 hour funded places.  Children can 
join John Bear’s Nursery after their third birthday.  Our dedicated 
team includes qualified teaching staff and nursery practitioners. 

  

John of  Gaunt Infant & Nursery School 

Tel: 01263 732 844 

www.johngaunt.norfolk.sch.uk 

John of Gaunt is part of the Aylsham Learning Federation, which 
also encompasses both Bure Valley School and Aylsham High 
School.  All three schools work very closely together to ensure that 
children’s education is developed from Nursery to the end of their 
time at secondary school.  We share the same ethos, visions and 
values and know that these will secure your child a fabulous 
education, nurtured in supportive environments, with high 
quality teachers and support staff.   

We promote a happy, secure and caring environment where 
learning is enjoyable and rewarding for both children and adults.  
We provide a broad and balanced curriculum which enables 
children to develop positive values and attitudes, skills and 
knowledge, within a co-operative and supportive framework.  We 
believe that all children are entitled to a creative curriculum, 
which is knowledge based, but allows them to explore all aspects 
of their learning in different ways.
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Education

Primary 

Bure Valley School 

Tel:01263 733393 

www.burevalleyschool.org.uk 

Bure Valley School is a thriving community school that is devoted 
to the education of the whole child.  We are research informed 
and try to think deeply about our teaching, the learning process 
and our curriculum design.  We are unswerving in our pursuit of 
excellence, and believe that all children can achieve in a climate 
of care, creativity and challenge.  Firm in our belief that children 
come first, we strive to ensure all pupils feels safe and well cared 
for.  We actively promote and live our co-operative values in our 
everyday actions. 

We are part of the Aylsham Learning Federation with John of 
Gaunt Infant and Nursery School and Aylsham High School.  
Duncan Spalding, as Executive Headteacher, oversees all three 
schools to ensure we work very closely and nurture a collaborative 
and continuous approach to learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary Schools 

Aylsham High School  

Tel: 01263 733270 

www.aylshamhigh.com 

Aylsham High is a popular and successful community school that 
enjoys an excellent reputation for providing a high standard of 
education.  We provide students and colleagues with a welcoming 
and supportive learning environment.  This helps to create a 
caring working atmosphere that enables students to reach their 
full potential, intellectually, physically, spiritually and ethically.  
We work hard to challenge all students to do their very best and 
make the most progress possible whatever their starting point. 

Aylsham High School, along with the other Aylsham Learning 
Federation schools (Bure Valley School and John of Gaunt Infant 
and Nursery School), is also an active member of The Aylsham 
Cluster Trust, a co-operative of local schools and organisations 
whose strong collaboration helps us to provide an incredibly rich 
curriculum offer and provides good school to school support.  Our 
work with Aylsham Cluster also encompasses our charitable 
organisation The Aylsham Community Trust (families) who 
endeavour to support our children and families across the Trust in 
areas of social and mental health, lifelong learning and raising 
expectations. 

We believe it takes a whole community to educate a child and our 
school is at the very heart of the wider Aylsham Community.
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Places of Worship

Aylsham Parish Church 

“The Church in the Market Place with a heart for community” 
Aylsham Parish Church is dedicated to St Michael & All Angel’s 
and is a Grade 1 Listed building located in the heart of Aylsham’s 
Market Place.  We are open every day, so please come in for a 
time of private reflection and peace or perhaps come and join us 
for one of the many activities that we offer.  As a church we 
welcome all people and not just those who join us for our Sunday 
worship. 

Worship & Sunday Services 

8.00am: Holy Communion (quiet & traditional) 
10.15am: Holy Communion with Choir & Sunday Club for 
                          young people 
                         All Age Worship (every 4th Sunday) 
4.00pm: Choral Evensong (every 4th Sunday) 

There is also a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday  
at 10.30am.   
(If you or a family member are unable to attend service due to 
illness we are always happy to visit) 

Weekday Activities  (please get in touch for more details) 

Monday:  Monday Sale, Foodbank & Cafe 
Tuesday:  Julian Group (Monthly) 
                         Bell Ringers 
Wednesday:  Evening Study Group 
Thursdays:  FREE Baby & Toddler Café from 9am 
                         FREE After School Group 
                         Mothers ‘Union (monthly) 
                         Vocalights Community Choir 
Friday: New Brew Wellbeing Café 
                         Pilates  

Choir 

 

We also host regular concerts, half term activity days, free 
summer activities for children, talks and lectures. 

Life’s Celebrations 

Please get in touch with us if you would like to talk about 
celebrating christenings, weddings or a special anniversary.  We 
are also happy to speak to you about funeral arrangements or 
memorials and you can always come into church to light candles 
to remember special people. 

Contact: 
Revd Canon Julie Boyd (Team Rector)  
01263 704457 
Email: aylshamparishchurch@gmail.com 
Web: www.aylshamparishchurch.org.uk 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/aylshamparishchurch 
Find us also on Twitter @aylshamchurch and  
Instagram #aylshamparishchurch 

The Revd Canon Julie Boyd 
Team Rector - Aylsham & District Team Ministry 
The Vicarage, Cawston Road, Aylsham, NR11 6NB 
t. 01263 731102  
e. julie.boyd@dioceseofnorwich.org 
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Places of Worship 

Quakers in Aylsham 

The term ‘Quaker’ was a nickname applied in the 17th Century to 
the reformers associated with what became known as The 
Religious Society of Friends. Today we are an open community 
who share a way of life, not a set of beliefs. Our unity is based on 
shared understanding and a shared practice of silent worship - a 
communal stillness where anyone present may be led to speak.  

We seek to experience God directly - internally, in relationships 
with others, and with the world. Our Meeting is one element in a 
network across the country. All offer a welcome to anyone who 
might wish to attend.  

Quakers try to put their faith into action by living with honesty 
and integrity. This means speaking the truth to all, including 
people in positions of power. Our commitment to peace arises 
from the conviction that love is at the heart of existence and that 
all human beings are unique and equal. For further information 
see www.quaker.org.uk  

Our meeting house is located in Peggs Yard, off Red Lion Street. 
Accessible for the disabled. Worship 10.30-11.30 on Sundays.  
Website: www.aylshamquakers.org.uk 
Or search for Aylsham Quakers on Facebook. 
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Aylsham Methodist Church 

Lay Pastor - Linda Edwards, 01263 732340 
ledwards47@hotmail.co.uk 

• Sunday Morning Worship & Sunday Club 10am 

• Midweek Prayer & Bible Study Groups  

• ‘Care & Share’ Groups  

• Tiny Tots Mondays & Wednesdays  

• Women’s Housegroup 7.30pm every 3rd Monday  

• Inspired Gardeners 10.30am – 12 noon every 2nd Thursday 

• Art & Craft Group 2pm Thursdays  

• ‘Coffee ‘n’ Cake’ 10am-12 noon Fridays  

And much more...... 
www.northnorfolkmethodist.org.uk/aylsham 

 

St John of the Cross Catholic Church 

The Church of St John of the Cross in White Hart Street is the focal 
point for Catholics in Aylsham and surrounding villages.  Sunday 
Mass is at 9am and is attended by a lively and vibrant 
congregation.  Visitors are always welcome.  There is also a 
weekday Mass on Friday morning at 9.30am. 
Contact: 01692 403258 
www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com

Photo: Tina Ewart
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Dunkirk Garage

Tel: 01263 732900 
Dunkirk Road, Aylsham, NR11 6SU 

www.dunkirkgarage.com  |  Email: info@dunkirkgarage.com

MOTS, SERVICING & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF 
cars, van, commercial vehicles & motor homes. 

Courtesy Car also available.

MOTs  • CAMBELTS  •  ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS

CLUTCHES/GEAR BOXES  •  BATTERIES & EXHAUSTS

TYRES FITTED & BALANCED  •  AIR CON RECHARGE



Aylsham Community Church 

We meet every Sunday to worship God and enjoy being church 
family together.  Our services are informal in style with 
contemporary worship music, teaching from the bible and the 
opportunity to receive prayer. During our time together there are 
groups for children and youth. 

Our mornings start with refreshments from 10am and our service 
begins at 10.30am - everyone is welcome! 

 The following activities are run by members of the church: 

·       Aylsham Community Fridge – enables residents and  
         businesses to share surplus food and for anyone to help 
         themselves to quality food that would otherwise be wasted. 

·       Unity Cafe – A place you can come and have a drink, stop for 
          a minute, take a moment to think. 
          Come as you are with friends or on your own. 

·       MakeLunch – volunteers offer a free, healthy lunch with 
          some great activities during school holidays as a bit of relief 
          for families where budgets are tight. 
 
For more information visit our website 
www.aylshamcommunitychurch.org 
Aylsham Community Church meets at Jubilee Family Centre, 
Norwich Road, Aylsham, NR11 6JG. 
Phone: 01263 733332 
Email: info@aylshamcommunitychurch.org 
 

The Salvation Army 

The Salvation Army is a well known Christian Church and charity 
and is situated on Hungate Street.  

Our Sunday worship commences at 10:45am. On the first Sunday 
of the month we have a Songs of Praise at 3pm. All are invited to 
either service and will receive a warm welcome.  

There is also a friendly atmosphere at our weekly coffee morning 
each Monday from 9:30am to 12:30pm. For information please 
contact the Corps Officer on 01263 733883.  

We also run a community shop in Red Lion Street selling 
secondhand clothing, small items of furniture, bric-a-brac, books, 
jigsaws etc.  

For information regarding the shop please contact our manager 
Wendy on 01263 735713.  

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/aylsham 

 

Places of Worship

31



32



Aylsham Business & Enterprise Forum (ABEF) is the local partnership supporting the business community and 
organisations in Aylsham.  

ABEF was formed from the Aylsham Traders Association following the Portas Review of England's high streets in 2011 as 
it was felt the traditional business chamber concept needed updating. 

It is now an integral part of the commercial hub of the town and enjoys support from local voluntary organisations, clubs 
and societies as well as Aylsham Town Council, Broadland District Council and has close links with Aylsham High School. 

We are proud of our Cittaslow town and believe we can help facilitate business-to-business interaction alongside 
community organisations so members get a broader understanding and can build on connections. 

What we do 

ABEF acts as a forum for ideas and innovation and continues to support, communicate and engage with the district 
business community in Aylsham. 

We work with the Town Council and District Council to ensure that Aylsham has a voice in matters affecting businesses 
and organisations within the area and to support and promote our town. 

Throughout the year, there is a varied programme of meetings including business breakfasts, networking events and 
talks by local experts on a wide range of subjects. 

ABEF has created its own app, Discover Aylsham, an innovative way to keep informed on local business activity and 
source information about special offers, discounts and forthcoming events. 

We believe that working together on civic projects such as car parking issues, town signs, events, planning matters, and 
charity events keeps Aylsham as special and vibrant as it is. 

Membership 

ABEF offers its members: 

•  Networking opportunities. 

•  The facility to be involved in, support and benefit from local events and activities. 

•  Detailed listings, updated by members themselves, on the Aylsham App and website 
                             DiscoverAylsham.org.uk. Your business/organisation will be added to the app  

The aim of all our members is to strive to increase the footfall both in the town centre and for out-of-town businesses. 

Join us 

To become a member, simply contact us using the link below or visit the website for more information, including details 
about advertising on the Discover Aylsham app. 

 
Sec@abef.co.uk 
www.abef.org.uk

Supporting  Commerce and Community
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Local Attractions

Aylsham has many attractions for all the family right on its 
doorstep.  

The National Trust’s Blickling Hall is a magnificent Jacobean 
house, complete with stunning gardens that was home to the 
Boleyn family from 1499-1505. Tour the house, enjoy the formal 
garden or visit one of the many exhibitions held here. The Estate is 
also home to many events including its popular, traditional 
summer Prom. The Blickling Estate’s extensive parkland has many 
amazing sights including the Tower, Great Wood and Mausoleum. 
Their new multi-use trail offers good access to walks or cycle rides 
whatever the weather. There is also a secondhand book shop, plant 
centre, courtyard cafe and local pub The Buckinghamshire Arms is 
the perfect place to recharge your batteries after a fun, family  
day out.  

Each August, Covid-permitting, the popular Aylsham Show comes 
to the Blickling Estate offering the chance to watch a range of 
displays, listen to music, sample fantastic local food and drink and 
keep the children entertained with a range of activities.  

Steam train fans should head for the lovely Bure Valley Railway. 
Here you can journey south through picturesque Norfolk 
countryside to the town of Wroxham and back on Norfolk’s longest 
narrow gauge railway. You can even combine your steam train ride 
with a boat trip on Wroxham’s Broad. The Railway holds many 
special events throughout the year including Santa Trains and the 
chance to drive a train yourself.  

Head to Redwings Horse Sanctuary in the town for the chance to 
meet and even cuddle a friendly horse or donkey. The charity has 
five visitor centres across the county and works tirelessly to rescue 
and care for badly treated animals. With free entry and free 
parking, Redwings is great for a family day out.  

There are many other local attractions within easy reach of 
Aylsham including the Mannington Estate, Felbrigg Hall, the 
popular North Norfolk coastline, the fine city of Norwich and the 
iconic Norfolk Broads.  
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Walks open everyday 
Boardwalk & bird hide 

Gardens & Café open summer months 
Weddings & Birthday parties  

Season Tickets available  
Events - please see website 

1st consultation free for all new client registrations

Join our Healthy Pet Club and start saving on preventative healthcare. 
www.thehealthypetclub.co.uk



Clubs, Societies & Organisations

Aylsham Art and Craft Group  

Contact: Paul James, 01263 733736  

Aylsham Blind Club  

Contact: Elizabeth Stimpson, 01603 278272  

Aylsham in Bloom  

www.aylshaminbloom.weebly.com  

Aylsham Band  

Contact: Jane Cordukes, 01692 652209  

Aylsham Chess Club 

Contact: Jonathan Reeve, 01263 733744 

aylshamchessclub@gmail.com 

Aylsham Country Market (Friday morning) 

Contact: Deby Kidd, 07765 934850 

Aylsham & District Flower Club  

Contact: Crystal Dyball, 01603 291190  

Aylsham & District Probus Club  

Contact: Eric Bone, 01263 731172 
ericandmargiebone@gmail.com  

Aylsham & District Wildlife Society  

aylshamwildlife@outlook.com 

Aylsham & District U3A  

Contact: Jean St Clair, 07703 260519  

Aylsham Ladies Walking Group  

Contact: Judith Cantell, 01263 733807  

Aylsham Local History Society  

aylshamhistory.org 

Aylsham and North Walsham Bridge Circle  

Contact: Ann Melville, 01263 733889  

Aylsham Picture House  

www.aylshampicturehouse.com 

Aylsham Roman Project  

Contact: www.aylshamromanproject.com  

Aylsham Round Table  

Contact: Paul Wright, 07483 334751  

Aylsham Scouts/Cubs and Beavers  

Contact: 01603 502246  

Photo: Tina Ewart
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Clubs, Societies & Organisations
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Aylsham Twinning  

Contact: Ruth White, 01263 733201  

Aylsham WI  

Contact: Janette Kerrison, 01263 732595 

Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time, Aylsham Library  

Contact: 01263 732320  

Cittaslow Aylsham  

Contact: Town Council, 01263 733354   

Girlguiding Norfolk (Rainbows, Brownies, Guides  
and Rangers)  

Contact: 01603 737996 / www.girlguidingnorfolk.org.uk 

Norfolk Freemasonry (Suffield Lodge)  

Contact: Gerald Robins, 01263 721214   

Rotary Club of Aylsham  

Contact: Ian Stevenson, 01692 402440 

 www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=453 

Singing for Health, Wellbeing & Fun with Playing for Cake 

Contact: Tina Blaber, 07771 605188/ tina@playingforcake.uk 

Slow Food Aylsham  

www.slowfoodaylsham.org.uk  

Walkers are Welcome  

Contact: aylshamwelcomeswalkers@gmail.com  

aylshamwelcomeswalkers.org.uk 

 

 

    If you would like your club, society or organisation included in 

    the next Aylsham Town Guide, please email the contact name 

    and telephone number to sarah@falconpublications.co.uk
Photo: Tina Ewart
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Sports Clubs/Facilities

Aylsham Badminton Club 

Contact: Jane Mace, maceyspj@hotmail.co.uk 

Aylsham Bowling Club 

Contact: Francis Dodd, 01263 734217 

Aylsham Boxing Club 

Contact: Rob Wright, 01263 735411 / 07977 001557 

Aylsham Football Club 

Contact: Ian Potter (Chairman), 07944 915310 / 
chairman@aylshamfc.co.uk 

Graham Grant (Club Secretary), 
communications@aylshamfc.co.uk 

Aylsham Netball Club 

Contact: Joy Haycocks, 01263 733514 

Aylsham St Giles Cricket Club 

Contact: Jeremy Cocks, 07764 210439 

Aylsham Table Tennis Club 

Contact: John Hall, 01263 739957  / 07999 971650 

Aylsham  Tennis Club 

Contact: Robert Harmon (Membership Secretary), 
secretary@aylshamtennisclub.co.uk 

Coaching: Rachael Goldson, 07979 093688 

ESKA Karate School 

Contact: Jason Hitchings, 01603 418751

Aylsham FC / Youngs Park 

As a Community Football Club, we have  
created a fantastic Community facility  
(by Marriotts Way) during 2015.  Our football club & 
Youngs Park facility is 100% run by volunteers and we 
are open 52 weeks of the year to the community.  Over 
750 people visit the facility weekly including Slimming 
World, Fitness Classes & 30 Football teams (girls, boys, 
men, women, Vet’s & Walking football).   Our profits are 
reinvested and we have actively secured £100k in grants 
since opening to ensure we are a credit to our 
community.

Aylsham Sports Hub 

Tel:  01263 738966 

www.aylshamhigh.com/aylshamsportshub 

We offer excellent sporting facilities for use 7 days a 
week for the local community.  Our swimming pool is 
open for lane and family swimming and aqua classes.  
We also run a swim school for children of all ages.  A 
range of exercise classes take place at Aylsham Sports 
Hub, including early morning circuits and the popular 
Les Mills Bodypump, Bodybalance and Bodycombat 
classes.  We have recently built an FA approved, all-
seasons, floodlit 3G pitch which is available to hire and is 
suitable for both training and matches. Badminton and 
tennis courts are also available to hire. Memberships are 
available for swimming and exercise classes. 
All profits are re-invested into the schools of the 
Aylsham Learning Federation for the benefit of the 
children, their families and the community.
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Publishing is our business

Falcon Publications 
Units 10a -11 Red House Yard, Gislingham Road, Thornham Magna, Eye, Suffolk IP23 8HH 

Tel:  01379 773347 (Advertising), 01379 773348 (Editorial) 
       01379 851158 (Accounts), 01379 788648 (Subscriptions) 

 info@falconpublications.co.uk 
www.falconpublications.co.uk 

falconpublications@artseastmag
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Want a cost-effective 
way to promote your 

business? 
 

 

 

Would you like an eye-catching leaflet to increase  
business? Then we can help. 

We can offer a design and print service  
creating a leaflet to catch your customers’ attention.   

Any quantity, large or small, to fit within  
your budget. 

For further details of leaflet print and other direct-mail 
marketing, contact Gary on 01379 773347  

or gary@falconpublications.co.uk

L e a f l e t  p r i n t  &  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e

We can help you grow, look after all or part of yourfinancial affairs while you get on with running yourbusiness, and save you money. We specialise inbookkeeping, VAT, personal tax, corporation tax,payroll and annual accounts to mention but a few.We offer a professional, reliable service for a fixedmonthly fee and meet with you on a regular basisto help monitor your business performance.

We can help you choose the most appropriatestructure for your business, create business plans,budgets, forecasts and advise you on sources offinance, liaison with HMRC, banks, solicitors andother professional bodies.

And if you're starting a new business or looking toimprove an existing one, call us on 01603 631305.We'll tell you all you need to know from day one!

MAKING BUSINESS LESS TAXING

• Accounts Service
• Personal and

Corporate Tax
• Payroll Service
• Business Advice
• Bookkeeping Service
• Accounts Software

t: 01603 631305  w: masonwilliamsaccountants.co.uk

Time for change

John Mason ACMA,
CGMA. Director

Chicken Korma

Goan Pork Vindaloo
Chicken Thai Green Curry

Chicken Thai Red Curry

“I’ve spiced up my range with
four new yummy products”

says Bhaji Man

Our Spice Kits and Easy Mixes produce delicious spicy

dishes, from aromatic appetizers such as onion bhajis

to authentic spicy curries, offering value-for-money

products without compromising on taste or quality. 

It doesn’t matter if you are unsure about what spices

and ingredients to use because our products, with their

ready-prepared herb and spice blends and simple-to-

follow recipe instructions on the pack, do all the hard

work for you. Plus you can buy local fresh meat and

vegetables from your favourite retailer, to be sure you

are serving the very best quality food to your family –

unlike ready-meals. Recommended retail prices –

Easy Mixes:Onion Bhaji Sachet – £2.75
Veg Pakora Sachet – £2.75Spice Kits:Lamb Rogan Josh – £2.75

Chicken Tikka Masala – £2.75
Chicken Jalfrezi – £2.75
Aloo Gobi – £2.75Bombay Potatoes – £2.75

Spiced Lentil Dhal – £2.99
Chicken Korma – £2.75
Goan Pork Vindaloo – £2.75
Thai Green Curry – £2.75
Thai Red Curry – £2.75

Our trade prices are currently:
Easy Mixes: Onion Bhaji – £46.25 per box of

25 or £92.50 per box of 50. Veg Pakora same as

above. (£1.85 each sachet)Spice Kits: Chicken Tikka Masala, Chicken

Jalfrezi, Chicken Korma, Lamb Rogan Josh,

Goan Pork Vindaloo, Bombay Potatoes, Aloo

Gobi, Thai Green Curry, Thai Red Curry – all

£21.00 per box of 12. (£1.75 each box)

Spiced Lentil Dhal – £22.20 per box of 12.

(£1.99 each box)
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holiday close to nature
BroadsCamping

Set in a beautiful meadow on

Norfolk’s Magical Broads

www.broadscamping.co.uk
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00 

her.co.uk

her.co.uk

Plagued
by flies?

www.redtopf
lycatcher.co.

uk

Lord Norbridge of  Norbridge Abbey

cordially invites you and a guest

to an evening of traditional festive entertainment

on Friday December 15.

Sleeping Beauty features a host of popular show-business

personalities including the fabulously funny Derek Griffiths 

and soap opera actress extraordinaire Gillian Wright.

Head ‘Downton’ to join us for pre-pantomime drinks from

6.45pm and it is curtain up from 7.30pm.

RSVP to j.foster@theatreroyalnorwich.co.uk by Friday Dec 8 at 5pm.

Sleeping
Beauty

Sleeping
Beauty

A DREAM OF A 

FAMILY PANTOMIME
A DREAM OF A 

FAMILY PANTOMIME

The New Forge – a warm welcome awaits you!

Tim and Koi offer a warm welcome at The New Forge, Aylsham, a 
restaurant of English and Thai fusion. 
Serving freshly prepared Thai and English food six days a week, the extensive menus 
cater for all ages and palates. Booking is always recommended as despite being 
able to seat over 130 people, we do fill up quickly during peak periods.  
However, we will always try to find you a table as soon as possible if you don’t have a 
booking during these times. 
On warmer days, our covered patio area and our extensive garden offer additional 
seating for that relaxing outdoor experience, and our children’s play area offers 
entertainment for the younger ones.

Food served 

Tuesday-Thursday 12.00-14.30 & 17.00-20.30 
Friday-Saturday 12.00-21.00 
Sundays 12.00-20.30 (Sunday Carvery 12.00-15.00) 
Closed Mondays except for Bank Holiday 

01263 734275 
www.thenewforge.co.uk            
  

The New Forge, Norwich Road, Aylsham, Norfolk NR11 6UD

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 12.00-23.00

Lavenders Blue 
Specialist Florist 

 Modern Thinking 
Traditional Skills 

  
7 Red Lion Street 

Aylsham 
NR11 6ER 

  
Tel: 01263 735593 

lavendersblue1@btconnect.com 
www.lavendersblueflorist.co.uk

To advertise in the next Aylsham Town 
Guide call Gary on 01379 773347 
or email gary@falconpublications.co.uk
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However big  
or small fancy  
or simple we 
can make the  
most of your  
artwork or  
cherished items. 
 01263 478250

Bath and Blow Dry  | One to One Grooming
Clipping  | Nail Cutting  | Ear Plucking

36 Red Lion Street, Aylsham NR11 6ER
Tel: 01263 735254

Email: book@DogStopShop.co.uk

Repairers of all jewellery, watches and clocks. 
Gold buying centre. 

Secondhand jewellery bought and sold.
 

 

J CHRISTIAN JEWELLERS 
54 Red Lion Street, Aylsham  Tel: 01263 732295

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS 
Agricultural, commercial, domestic, industrial,  

new builds, rewires, new sockets, lights,  
test & certification, electric car charging points. 

Tel: 01263 735544 
Mob: 07760 481789 or 07979 982570 

www.cookselectrical.co.uk 
info@cookselectrical.co.uk

UNIT 1B INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, AYLSHAM NR11 6SS
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ANN COLMAN 
CRAFTY CARDMAKING
64 Yaxley Lane, Aylsham NR11 6DY 

Cardmaking classes – beginners welcome  

(booking essential) or visit by appointment  

for materials, tools and advice. 

See my website or facebook page for details. 

 
Tel: 01263 735518 or 07789 224341 

Email: anncolman433@btinternet.com 
www.anncolman.co.uk 

fb: anncolmancraftycardmaking

Celebrations
Hallmark cards and balloons

5 Market Place, Aylsham 

 Tel: 01263 734505

A family and dog friendly pub in 
Aylsham town centre offering; 

 
� A great selection of beers 

� BT & Sky Live Sport � Pool and darts 
� Weekly live music � Courtyard Garden 

� Outside seating 
A friendly, lively pub open all day every day 

12-11pm

Every Friday morning in the 
Town Hall 8.30am to noon 

07765 934850

15 Red Lion Street, Aylsham NR11 6ER  01263 731020 
www.aylshamcomputers.com 

service@aylshamcomputers.com

• Apple & PC Computer Repairs 
• New Computer Sales 

• New Printer Sales & Ink 
• IT Support Packages from £44 pa 

• Website Design
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