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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF AYLSHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN AYLSHAM TOWN HALL,  
ON WEDNESDAY 3rd AUGUST 2022 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

PRESENT:  Trevor Bennett Chairman  Mr J Gibbons 
   Mrs J Bennett    Mrs A Overton   
   Mr D Curtis   Mr P Prekopp 

Mrs M Evans    
  
    

Sue Lake - Town Clerk  Wendy Murphy – Finance Officer 
 
7 members of the public 

 
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mr D Anderson, Mrs L Cannon, Mr D Harrison, 
Mr C Hodson, Mr B Lancaster, Mr C Spink 
  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
None made 

 
3. MINUTES 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 6th July were not agreed at the 
meeting and they will be prepared for signature in September. 
The disagreement was around item 14d and the issue of Mill Road/Cawston Road. 
Neither version was felt to be fully accurate. The chairman advised he had spoken to 
Barry Lancaster and would look to hold a meeting regarding this issue with the 
garage owner. One other councillor was suggested to attend and Annette Overton 
agreed to this. Bearing in mind the garage owners other role in the Fire Service any 
meeting will have to wait until the current  high risk has abated. 
 

4.  INFORMATION ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Item 21d – to consider whether Aylsham TC should sign up to the Climate & 
Ecological Emergency Bill, had been omitted from the agenda so will be placed on 
the September agenda. 
 

5. REPORTS FROM POLICE, COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Police – unable to attend 
 
Norfolk County Council–Steve Riley reported that the county council is looking to 
make further £10m worth of cuts. They are currently looking at re-organising Social 
Services. The Leader is working on the Levelling Up agenda which does not involve the 
District Councils. 
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Broadland District Council– Steve Riley reported that the cabinet member for 
planning has resigned and is not going to be replaced. Instead this portfolio will be 
split between to members. Planning is not performing well at the moment. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
A resident wanted to know what was the current position with regard to the proposed 
development on Norwich Road. The chairman explained the current status of the 
GNLP and a result will not be known until the end of the year. 
 
A resident spoke of the wish to back the Town Council in trying to keep car parking in 
the town free. The clerk advised of the correspondence with the National Trust in that 
if the deal with Broadland does not progress then the Town Council would be willing 
to enter into negotiations. Steve Riley advised that the car park review had been put 
back indefinitely. 
 
A resident would like to know more about the discussions the Town Council are having 
regarding Burgh Road. The chairman advised there was an item coming up regarding 
a meeting held earlier in the day with Broadland planners where 75% of the 
conservation centred on Burgh Road. He also encouraged the resident to join in the 
transport committee. The draft document on the transport strategy had not yet been 
published as there were some items within the group were not in favour of and could 
cause issues if they were placed in the public domain. 
 
 

7. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
None received. 

 
8. TO CONSIDER PLANNING ISSUES  
a) APPLICATIONS DETERMINED 

Information provided with the agenda was noted.  
 
b) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
20221004  34 Millgate 

Replacement facias and installation of guttering 
 
Town Council Response – No Objection 
 
20221075  6 Sir Williams Lane 

Details of Reserved Condition 2 of PP 20202160- layout change and 
additional 2 escape windows and a rooflight 

Town Council Response – No Comment 
 
20221091  17 Holman Close  
  Ground floor front and rear extensions. Extend dormer windows at 

first floor 
Town Council Response – No Objection 
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9. GREATER NORWICH LOCAL PLAN   
To report on meeting with Broadland District Council 
A meeting was held earlier today between Trevor Bennett, Mary Evans, Pat Prekopp 
and the Town Clerk representing the Town Council with Helen Mellors, Tracey 
Lincoln and Paul Harris from Broadland Planning. The meeting was to advise 
Broadland of the points the Town Council would like to see addressed prior to 
planning applications being made for the car boot site. Much of the discussion 
centred around the problems likely to be incurred on Burgh Road especially with the 
siting of the school on the new development. It became clear that many of the 
highway matters will need discussion at an early stage with Norfolk County Council 
as the Broadland planners rely on Highways to inform layouts etc. 
The meeting also discussed the proposed crossing of the A140 and they will look into 
this and report back.  
The meeting was productive and the dialogue should be kept up whilst the plan is 
still to be approved. 

 
10. FINANCIAL MATTERS   
a) To receive and adopt the Monthly Financial Report for June 2022 

This was adopted.  
 
b) To consider the request to host SNAP Meetings    

PC Ward had informed the clerk that another organisation has agreed to cover the 
cost and likely chair the meeting.  
 

c) To consider a request for a donation from the Emanual Church 
The church wish to create a Changing Places Room as part of the refurbishment of 
the church which would be available to all users via a radar key. The total cost is 
approx. £10,000 and they were hoping for a sizeable donation possibly from CIL 
money. 
After a lengthy debate the council decided that CIL money could not be used on a 
building they did not own and were not willing to use reserves. It was proposed and 
AGREED that a donation to cover the first three items on the requirement list be 
made. This amounted to £1000. 
 

d) To consider a request for re-instatement of grass 
A resident on Goulder Road whose grass had been compromised due to tree growth 
on Jewels Lane had requested the Town Council pay to re-instate the grass. This 
amounted to £282. The Town Council did not approve this request. 
 

 
11. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT 

The Town Clerk presented and updated her report. 
David Curtis will check with the Ex-Serviceman’s Club if they intend to replace the 
bench on Hungate Street 
Mary Evans will attend the Blickling Stakeholders Meeting 
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The clerk advised she had received a request for free use of the hall for a potential 
breakfast club. There are many issues that need addressing before the Town Council 
can respond and more detail will be brought to the next meeting 
 

12. TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Nothing to report 
 
13. HIGHWAYS MATTERS    
a) To receive an update on the request for a change of priority at Penfold Street 
 The clerk had met with two Highway Engineers regarding the change of priority. The 

reason for the current priority is that there are two entrances into the area from the 
Cawston Road/Blickling Road side and if this was the give way then confusion could 
occur. The engineers were positive towards using the pump as a roundabout and 
that would probably allow the priority to change. 
The Traffic Strategy had proposed stopping up the road on the shops side of the 
pump. However, it has since become known that when the fire engine needs to turn 
right out of the station it comes around the pump as the turn is too tight to do a 
straight right. This matter will be handed back to the Traffic Group. 
 

b) To receive a report on cycle stands to be supplied by Norfolk County Council 
New cycle stands are to be placed in the Market Place in the built out area near Cecil 
Amy’s, on Norwich Road and at the BVR grass. The last area is causing an issue as 
Broadland District Council have advised that Breckland District Council own this land. 
 

c) To receive any updates on Highway Matters 
A suggestion for a possible Parish Partnership bid had been received. This is to build 
out the corner of Burgh Road so cars actually need to make the turn rather than 
slalom across from the Market Place. This would reduce the speed and make 
crossing the road safer. This will be progressed with the Highway Engineer. 

 
14. RECREATION GROUND 
a) To receive the minutes of the meeting held on July 12th  2022 
 These were noted. 
 

b) To receive any update on Funding Request for the provision of a Rainwater 
Harvesting system at Aylsham Recreation Ground  
There has been no confirmation from the District Council that a grant would be 
available and Sue Catchpole is chasing the relevant officers for a response. 
 

c) To receive any update 
Cycle stands will be placed in each car park. 
The committee will look at possible venues for a new building prior to the next 
meeting 

 
15. CITTÀSLOW COMMITTEE 
 a) To receive minutes of Meeting held on 20th July 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
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 b) To confirm the decisions made by the Cittaslow Committee  
These were AGREED.   
 

16 AYLSHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 
a) To receive an update 

Unfortunately the meeting scheduled for the 27th July was cancelled due to a lack of 
attendees. A meeting is planned for the week beginning 8th August. 
Concern over the slipping of the timeline was expressed. 
 

17. CLIMATE COMMITTEE 
a) To note minutes of the Aylsham Climate Emergency Meeting 4th July 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
 
b) To confirm the decisions made by the ACE 

These were agreed. 
Work is progressing on the Green Day event to be held on Sunday September 25th. 
 

18. EVENTS  COMMITTEE 
a) To note minutes of the Events Committee Meeting 20th July 2022 
 The minutes previously circulated were noted. There are new members on the 

committee which should prove beneficial 
 
b) To confirm the decisions made by the Events Committee  

These were AGREED.   
 

19. TOWN COUNCIL POLICIES  
 The staffing committee had looked at the Co-option policy and had made some 

changes in relation to firming up attendance at the meeting and also the method of 
voting. Also added was the necessity to allow the candidates to address the meeting 
and ask and answer questions. 
It was proposed and AGREED to accept the policy. 
 

20. NEW LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
New license applications had been received for the following premises 
a) The Book Hive, 18 Red Lion Street 
b) Hodson & CO, 23 Red Lion Street 
c) Laurel House, Dunkirk 
All applications were confirmed 
 

21.        TO NOTE ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/FUTURE AGENDA 
Double Yellow Lines 
 

 
22. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  This was confirmed as Wednesday September 7th 2022 at 7.00pm 
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23. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES 
 (ADMISSION OF STRANGERS) ACT 1960 
 It was proposed and unanimously AGREED, that in view of the confidential nature of 
 the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the 
 Press and Public should be excluded. 
 
24. CONTRACT DISPUTE 

a) To receive a report regarding street light electric contract 
 The report was noted 

 
b) To discuss action taken to date 

The action taken to date by the Finance Officer and Town Clerk was approved 
 
c) To agree future action 

All the information will be sent to the council insurers and no further action will be 
taken unless authorised by them 

 
25. AYLSHAM STAFFING COMMITTEE 
a) To note minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting 20th July 2022 

These were noted with a small request to change ‘a councillor’ to ‘any councillor’ in 
item 6a) 

 
b) To confirm the decisions made by the Staffing Committee 

The complaint referred to in the minutes had been responded to and nothing further 
has been received from the complainant. 
 
The complaint regarding staff is in hand. 
 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12p.m. 

 

 

Minutes Agreed………………………………………………………………………… 7th September 2022 

 


