Minutes of the Aylsham Climate *

-
AVESEAM Emergency Group Meeting held on ACE
TOWN COUNCIL 11th May 2026

Present:

Grizelda Tyler (Chair) Tracy Brighten Sue Catchpole
Kevin Cunnane Adam Curtis Bryce Davies
Heather Davies-Walters Michael Dolling Catherine Fletcher
Louise Harlow Kate MacKenzie Yvonne Stewart

Also Present: Faye LeBon (Town Clerk) and two guests.

1. To Elect Chairman for the Forthcoming Year
It was agreed that Grizelda Tyler should Chair this working group for the forthcoming
year, after a proposal from Yvonne Stewart and a second from Kate Mackenzie.

2. To Receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Kay Montandon and Shelley Hudson.

3. To Receive Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation
None received.

4. To Agree the Minutes of the 8" April 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 8™ April 2026 were agreed as a true record of the
business conducted at the meeting.

5. To Note Matters Arising from the Minutes, not Included on the Agenda
The following were raised:

e Broadland Council will not be going ahead with the blister pack collections.

e The charity collection boxes have been arranged for donations for blister pack
collections. £60 has been collected at Country Markets as donations. Michael
has arranged for the buckets and security tags for collections.

e Collections of empty contact lens packaging and marigolds are continuing from
the Jubilee Centre and the Library. Stationery and dental products will be
brought to Country Market on a Friday. Michael has ordered some sack hoops
to attach to a table for ease of sorting. The Community Shed will be asked to
cut holes in the table to facilitate the hoops.

e The Town Council is in the process to moving onto Microsoft 365 so the form
function can be used to collect volunteer information for events.

e Adam advised that the Tree Council has now opened its funding window for his
year. An approach has been made by Aylsham Scouts and Adam will work with
them on a project. The application window will close at the end of July. The
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Clerk will speak with the Grounds and Green Spaces Officer to establish any
need from the Town Council.

6. Existing Projects.
a) To receive update and agree projects for further Green Infrastructure funding

Four projects had been put forward to Broadland Council for funding from Section
106 funds, in time for the deadline of the end of April 2026. These projects were:
1) Nest Places for Swifts (£1,913.00)
2) Wildflower Creation Areas (£1,223.65)
3) Improvement of Old Station Yard and other Open Spaces to Benefit Nature
(£698.00)
4) Hedge Planting at Mileham Drive Multi Use Games Area (£2,096.06)
These projects were agreed
Tracy will write an article for Just Aylsham on the swift project.
All projects could commence. Invoices made out to Aylsham Town Council should be
sent to The Clerk.
b) To receive update on Power Station film event
This will be shown on 15" May. Grizelda will check who is monitoring the ‘connect’
email for tickets.
As it is quite a long film, there will be shorter time for discussions afterwards.
The Clerk requested VAT receipts should be obtained for the refreshments so the VAT
can be reclaimed.
c¢) To Receive Update on PEB Film Screening
The next film is on 4" July and this is the People’s Emergency Briefing screening. Louise
has seen the film and now has a better understanding of the format. There could be an
addition to the event, such as ‘sustainable stalls’.
d) To Receive Update on Pen and Dental Recycling
This was covered in item 5. It was noted at Aylsham and Reepham surgeries will recycle
blister packs.
e) To agree actions for other planned events
Yvonne advised that the judges for the garden competition have been appointed. All
are from outside Aylsham. The deadline for entry to the competition is 18" June. The
judging will be on 18% / 19t July and the prize giving will be in August. Yvonne will look
at prizes. Options discussed were a trophy, a bird box with a plaque or a wooden
planter. The person who wins this year will become a judge next year.
Kate reported that the Community Shed have now made 30 bird boxes for the green
spaces trail. These will be put up in the autumn. Peter Jolly is working on a map for the
trail. Two dates will be agreed for guided walks. The Eagles at the school tend to have
availability every other Thursday. They could assist with bulb planting. The walk could
be promoted at the Family Learning Day.

7. To Consider ‘Library of Things’ Project
Michael advised that Broadland and South Norfolk councils are looking for pilot sites for
a ‘Library of Things’. This would be a set of lockers containing items which tend to be
used infrequently which would save people having to buy them. It would require
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footprint space of about 140cm?. It was suggested that either Burgh Road or Buttlands
car park could be suitable. In addition to their convenient locations to move items into
a parked vehicle, the areas are under the management of Broadland Council.

It was agreed in principle to become a pilot site.

8. To Consider Correspondence About the Plant Based Treaty
Correspondence had been received about a proposal, as follows:
e Endorse the general principles of the Plant Based Treaty, joining more than 70 towns
and cities worldwide that have done so
¢ Seek to increase the availability of plant-based options at council events and in
community venues where appropriate
¢ Encourage and support local initiatives that raise awareness of sustainable and
healthy food choices.

It was agreed in principle to support what the plant based treaty is trying to achieve,
albeit it was noted that the group should not come across as preaching to people.

9. To Receive Group Updates, not elsewhere covered in the agenda

Transport

People were encouraged to attend the Annual Town Meeting on 19" May. As part of
this there will be further consultation on whether the design of the market place can be
improved.

Nature and Biodiversity

Yvonne reported that the Nature and Biodiversity group had put together some
comments on the Lidl proposal. Concerns were raised about the loss of a soft entrance
to the town, highway safety and loss of green space. It was noted that the planning
application had yet to be submitted.

Yvonne advised that the hedges and verges on the periphery of Aylsham (not under the
jurisdiction of the Town Council) had been cut at the wrong time. Grizelda will draft a
letter to the relevant landowners to raise concerns about the method and timing of
cutting.

A guery had been raised about the cutting down of the copper beech at the Staithe.
The Town Council’s Grounds and Green Spaces Officer had advised that tests had
revealed it was severely decayed on the inside, so permission had been given by
Broadland Council to cut it down. Another tree will be planted to mitigate the impact
of the removal. It was agreed to add a section on the ACE website about reporting
improper cutting down of trees to Broadland Council and damage to Public Rights of
Way to Norfolk County Council.

10. Finance
a) To receive updated ACE budget
The Clerk provided an update on the ACE budgets:
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ACE Earmarked Reserve £5,601.08

ACE Events Reserve £699.25
Projects — Green Trail Reserve £4,565.35
Projects — Veolia / Allotment £725.00

Green Infrastructure s106
Projects agreed:

Swift Streets £1,913.00
Wildflower Creation Areas £1,223.65
Improvements to OSY and other open spaces £698.00

Low hedge planting at Mileham Drive £2,096.06
TOTAL £5,930.71

Income has not yet been received for these projects. Broadland District Council will pay
on receipt of valid invoices.

The finance report was noted.

11. Items for Future Agendas
Discussions occurred regarding:
e Whether the group should run a wellbeing day/emotional resilience day
e Working more closely with school and the library
e Green prescribing (via GP surgeries and MIND)
e Pathmakers has received funding from the Norfolk Community Foundation for
training walk leaders.
e Alist of events is to be circulated.

12. To Agree the Date of the Next Meeting as Monday 1° June at 7pm
This was agreed

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.20pm.

Signed Date
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