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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF AYLSHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN AYLSHAM TOWN HALL,  
ON WEDNESDAY 4th JANUARY 2023 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

PRESENT:  Trevor Bennett Chairman  Mr B Lancaster 
   Mr D Anderson   Mrs A Overton 

Mrs J Bennett    Mr L Mills   
   Mrs L Cannon    Mr P Prekopp 

Mr D Curtis   Ms S Westwood 
Mr J Gibbons     
Sue Lake - Town Clerk  Wendy Murphy – Finance Officer  

 
2 members of the public 

 
Prior to the start of the meeting a one minutes silence was held in respect of the 
recent death of Keith Elphick, chairman of the Christmas Lights Committee. 
It was AGREED to place a short piece in Just Aylsham thanking him for his work over 
many years for the council. 

 
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mrs M Evans and  Mr C Spink   
  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
None made  
 

3. MINUTES 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 7th December 2022 had previously 
been circulated and were confirmed and signed by the chairman. 
 

4.  INFORMATION ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Nothing raised 
 

5. REPORTS FROM POLICE, COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Apologies had been received from PC Ward and Councillors Catchpole and Riley 
Police – PC Ward had sent a report as follows 
28 days 8th November – 6th December 
53 Calls to police 
24 investigations recorded (13 of these are offences against the person which widely 
range from GBH to Harassment) 

 
28 days 7th December to 3rd January 
64 calls to police 
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15 investigations recorded (9 of these are offences against the person which widely 
range from GBH to Harassment)  
1 drug offence at the police station where someone was searched.  

 
Speed enforcement was carried out by the water tower on 30th December and 40 
drivers were captured the highest speed was 54mph.  
 
District & County Councils 
No report was received from either of the Councillors 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
A resident spoke about the piece of land outside the Friendship Hall which is still being 
parked on despite the bollards that were installed. 
He also commented on the Traffic Survey open meeting and felt it was a good 
consultation. His only comment was that there did not seem to be any projections of 
traffic increases through the town. They were also not sure whether the 
measurements at the pump site were quite correct. The chairman explained the next 
procedure and did ask if the comments had also been made on the report form. 

 
7. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 

None received. 
 

8. TO CONSIDER PLANNING ISSUES  
a) APPLICATIONS DETERMINED 

Information provided with the agenda was noted.  
 
b) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

None had been received in time for preparation of the agenda. However, the clerk 
apologised that one plan had been missed from the last meeting and the date for 
comments had passed. This was for multiple alterations to 24 Red Lion Street which 
lies in Peggs Yard. As this is in the conservation area it was agreed to respond with 
approval subject to agreement from the conservation officer. 

 
Amended plans for 49 Hobart Lane had been received earlier in the day. These 
showed removal of the front extension. The plans will be circulated for comment. 

 
The clerk also advised of an e-mail received from the agent for Norfolk Homes 
stating that a planning application for the motel site has been made with Broadland 
District Council. They will also shortly make a ‘pre-determination’ application, 
relating directly to the motel’s demolition (to take place March-May). 

 
9. FINANCE   
a) To receive and adopt the Monthly Financial Report to 16.12.22 

This was adopted.  
 
b) To receive and adopt the Scruitineers Report 

This was adopted.  
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c) To consider a request from Aylsham High School to purchase a defibrillator case  
The High School have requested a case for a defibrillator to be placed at the back of 
the school near the car park. This will be of use to those accessing the school outside 
normal opening hours and also the residents of Bure Meadows. 
This was AGREED. 
 

10. BUDGET 2023/24 
a) To receive the budget for 2023/24  

Following the discussions at the December meeting any changes discussed had been 
fed into the budget and the full budget document prepared. Copies of the document 
were distributed at the meeting. 
 

b) To agree the budget for 2023/24 
It was proposed and AGREED to accept the budget document. Total expenditure for 
the year was set at £566,555. The document also included the fee rates for Town 
Hall Hire, Drill Hall Hire, Burial Fees and allotment charges showing the changes 
agreed in December 

 
c) To agree the precept request for 2023/24 

It was proposed and AGREED to request a precept sum of £455,305. The cost of this 
to a Band D property is estimated to be £167.70. The clerk had also prepared the 
details of the estimated costs for all bands as most properties in Aylsham are Band B 
or C. 

Band 2022/23 2023/24 £ Increase 

A  £104.10   £111.80   £7.70  

B  £121.45   £130.43   £8.99  

C  £138.79   £149.07   £10.27  

D  £156.14   £167.70   £11.56  

E  £190.84   £204.97   £14.12  

F  £225.54   £242.23   £16.69  

G  £260.24   £279.50   £19.26  

H  £312.29   £335.40   £23.11  

 
 
11. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT 

The Town Clerk presented and updated her report. 
Drill Hall – it was proposed and AGREED to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to 
spend up to £2500 (excl. VAT) on new doors for the front of the Drill Hall. 
Farmers Market – more details will follow next month 
Bure Meadows Footpath – the contents of the s106 relating to this were queried as 
to the long-term future of the path. The clerk will look into this and also speak to the 
s106 officer. 
 

12. TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Nothing to report 
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13. RECREATION GROUND 
 To receive any update 

Nothing to report. 
 
14. HIGHWAYS MATTERS    
a) To receive details of flooding issues on Norwich Road 
 E-mails had been received from two residents regarding flooding at the junction of 

Norwich Road and Palmers Lane. This is a long-standing problem and many years ago 
very large pipes were installed through Manor Park to try and alleviate this issue. 
This may prove an issue for the development on the car boot site! 
 
The meeting referred to in the report was not with the Town Council but with PC 
Ward. 
 
It was agreed to send the correspondence to Highways and ask for a meeting with 
them to see what the issue is and if they intend to do anything about it. 

 
b) To note that the Industrial Estate at NR11 6SS is to be known as Stumpys Way 

This was noted 
 

c) To note the outcome of the consultation with Cromer Road residents with regard to 
part-night lighting 

 The Town Clerk had surveyed the residents on Cromer Road and the overwhelming 
majority were in favour of part-night lighting. It was AGREED that a request be made 
to Norfolk County Council. 

 
d) To consider a request for an extra light on the walkway from St Michaels Avenue 

where it meets the west end of Holman Road 
A resident had requested this be considered as it is very dark. Dave Curtis had visited 
the area at night and confirmed this but was unsure where the electricity for the 
light might be sourced. 
The clerk will contact TT Jones for an investigation and rice for further discussion. 

 
e) To receive any updates on Highway Matters 

In view of the earlier report on parking on the green island outside the Friendship 
Hall the clerk will investigate the possibility of placing chains between the posts. 
 

15. CLIMATE COMMITTEE 
a) To note minutes of the Aylsham Climate Emergency Meeting 7th November 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
 
b) To note minutes of the Aylsham Climate Emergency Co-Ordination Group Meeting 

5th December 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. A question was asked on the format 
of the group and it was emphasised that it would still remain under the umbrella of 
the Town Council. 
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c) To agree the proposal of ACE Website 
There was a long discussion on this matter with some councillors feeling the annual 
charges were quite high and not sure on the effectiveness of the chosen platform.  
Pat Prekopp advised that the group felt a separate website was needed to be 
responsive to the various groups work and to remove the onus on the Town Council 
staff to review and update on a regular basis. In time the site will also integrate with 
e-mail and social media. 
It was proposed and AGREED that the ACE Group needs its own website. 
It was then proposed and AGREED that the proposal included with the agenda be 
accepted. 
 

d) To confirm the decisions made by the ACE 
These were agreed. 
 

16. AYLSHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 
a) To receive feedback on the Open Information Event held on November 30th 2022 
 The event was very well attended and well received. Many attendees filled in 

comments on the night and further comments have been received since. 
 
b) To note next stages 

The comments will be taken to the next Traffic Meeting (25th January) and discussed 
in detail. The strategy will be assessed in-line with the comments and a final document 
will be prepared to be approved and adopted by the Town Council. 
 

17 AYLSHAM CITTASLOW COMMITTEE 
a) To receive minutes of Meeting held on 16th November 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
 
b) To confirm the decisions made by the Cittaslow Committee 

These were AGREED.    
 

18. AYLSHAM EVENTS COMMITTEE 
The Christmas Lights Switch On Event was well attended and well received. The 
numbers are almost back to the pre-covid level and this was despite the England 
World Cup game at 7pm. 
 

19. AYLSHAM CHURCHYARD COMMITTEE 
 a) To receive minutes of Meeting held on 28th November 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
 

 b) To consider the purchase of granite benches for the cemetery at £1500 each 
There is currently nowhere to sit at the cemetery and the committee felt that 
installing granite benches would address this with also being fairly vandal proof. It 
was proposed and AGREED to purchase four benches. 
 

c) To confirm the decisions made by the Churchyard Committee  
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20. AYLSHAM PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
a) To receive minutes of Meeting held on 10th November 2022 

The minutes previously circulated were noted. 
 
b) To confirm the decisions made by the Cittaslow Committee 

The clerk advised that the Town Hall boiler was becoming increasingly unreliable and 
a replacement will be needed probably within the next 12 months. 
The matter of the benches on the Town Hall apron was raised and members thought 
it was inappropriate that this is used as a car park and would like the matter 
pursued. 
 

21. AYLSHAM COMMITTEES 
Following the appointment of new councillors the clerk advised there were various 
vacancies on committees that required filling. The following additional appointments 
were AGREED. 
 
Aylsham Cittaslow Committee – Sandi Westwood 
Aylsham Events Committee – Sandi Westwood and David Anderson 
Properties Committee – Jason Gibbons and David Anderson 
Churchyard Committee – Lloyd Mills 
Staff Working Party – Lloyd Mills 
Effectiveness of Internal Audit – Sandi Westwood and Lloyd Mills 
Recreation Committee – Sandi Westwood 
Christmas Lights Committee – Jason Gibbons and Trevor Bennett 
 

22. TO NOTE ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/FUTURE AGENDA 
Nothing raised 
 

23. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 a) To note meeting dates for 2023 
 A schedule of dates had been circulated with the agenda. 
 
b) To consider an annual Town Meeting for 2023 and confirm date. 

After discussion it was AGREED to hold a Town Meeting and the date set was 
Wednesday March 22nd 

 
c) Next Meeting 

This was confirmed as Wednesday February 1st 2023 at 7.00pm 
 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00p.m. 

 

Minutes Agreed………………………………………………………………………… 1st February 2023 


