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Minutes of the Aylsham Climate 

Emergency Group Meeting held on 
7th September 2026 

 
Present: 
 Grizelda Tyler (Chair)  Delia Arthur  Philip Arthur 

Sue Catchpole   Kevin Cunnane Heather Davies-Walters 
Catherine Fletcher  Corinne Houldon Kate Mackenzie  
Kay Montandon  Yvonne Steward  

   
Also Present: Faye LeBon (Town Clerk). 
 
A presentation was provided by Alex and Zak on algal blooms.  This included how they 
are caused, the damage that they do to the environment and methods of mitigation.   
The presenters were thanked warmly for their presentation, time and efforts.   

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Lilie Ferrari, Louise Harlow and Jenny Haycocks.  

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

None received. 

3. To Agree the Minutes of the 6th July 2026 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2026 were agreed as a true record of the 
business conducted.   

4. To Note Matters Arising from the Minutes, not Included on the Agenda 

None raised.   

5. To Consider Implication of withdrawal of Supply of Alcohol from the Town Council 

Licence.  

The Clerk reported that the Town Council has agreed to revoke the supply of alcohol as 

part of its premises licence.  This part of a licence is only really useful to councils who 

have their own bar and the operation is ancillary to the works of the council.   The 

revocation would not impact: 

• People bringing their own alcohol to an event  

• The sale of raffle tickets with alcohol amongst the prizes 

• Alcohol being given away free of any charge 

It would impact 

• Sale of alcohol at an event  

• The giving away of alcohol as part of the ticket price 
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The latter can be resolved by the purchase of a Temporary Events Licence as the cost of 

£21 per event.  

6. To Receive Town Council Decision on Plant Based Treaty 

The Clerk reported that at the ACE meeting of 11th May, the Plant Based Treaty was 

discussed.  It was agreed in principle to support what the plant based treaty is trying to 

achieve, albeit it was noted that the group should not come across as preaching to 

people, however the decision was based on the council as a whole. 

It was reported that the Town Council considered this at its meeting on 3rd June and 

agreed that the Town Council supports ACE, as a working group, signing up to the 

principles of the Plant Based Treaty.  The concepts being for ACE: 

• Endorse the general principles of the Plant Based Treaty 

• Seek to increase the availability of plant-based options at events  

• Encourage and support local initiatives that raise awareness of sustainable and 

healthy food choices. 

7. Existing Projects. 

a) To receive update on projects for Green Infrastructure funding 

i)  Green Trail 

Kate MacKenzie updated the meeting.  She and Sue Catchpole had met with officers of 

Broadland Council to view part of the trail.  Three insect boxes are in the process of 

being built. A guided walk is in place for 12th September with another being planned for 

November.  A meeting is to be held with the Town Council on 9th September to agree 

ordering of wildflower seeds and bulbs, with the bulb planting to take place in 

November.  The trail will be featured as part of Broadland Council’s ‘Let’s Go’ website.   

Kate was thanked for all her work on this project.  It was suggested that Broadland 

Council’s Comms Officers may be able to assist with promotion.   

The website for the trail has nearly been completed.  

ii) Swift Streets 

A copy of the letter distributed to homes selected to be appropriate for swift boxes had 

been provided as part of the meeting pack.  Aylsham Swift Group was taking the lead 

on this project.   

iii) Low hedged planting at Mileham Drive 

Aylsham Town Council was taking the lead on this project.  The low hedging will be 

purchased and planted at the appropriate time of year to best ensure the survival of 

the plants.  

iv) Improvement of Old station yard and other open spaces to benefit nature 

The wildflowers and bulbs will be ordered by the Town Council.  

v) Wildflower creation areas 

The Town Council was taking the lead on this project.  The wildflower seeds will be 

ordered by the Town Council.   

 

b) To Receive Update on community discussion following PEB  
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A community discussion as a result of the PEB is to be held on 29th September at 7pm.  

An invite was sent to the ACE group on 25th August with a link to Eventbrite for free 

tickets.   

Jenny Haycocks had requested that posters be put up and publication on social media.  

This was agreed and will be done when Jenny is available.   

c) To Receive Update on ‘Library of Things’ Project 

The Clerk reported that the three sites suggested for a Library of Things, Burgh Road car 

park, Buttlands car park and the town hall, had been rejected. The Town Council had 

suggested the Budgens car park or the car park at the sports hub.  It has been 

requested that their suitability be assessed and then the landowners contacted.    

d) To receive update on Gardens for Wildlife competition  

Yvonne reported that there were 10 applications which were all viewed by the judges, 

followed by a prize giving.  As a result of the competition, there have been expression 

of interest to take forward the following projects: 

• Seed collecting and distribution  

• Setting up wildlife ponds 

• Moth traps 

This competition will be an annual event.  

e) Volunteer rota 

Volunteers were encouraged to cover the blister pack and other recycling collections on 

a Friday morning.  Phil advised that it would be useful to have a leaflet on the table 

about what the ACE group will take and what can be recycled at home. It was noted 

that the Friday stall was a good opportunity to speak to the public about ACE.   

People were encouraged to attend the stall on Friday 11th September to see how it is 

set up.   

f) To agree actions for any other planned events 

Yvonne reported that the next film is on 13th November and is ‘Below the Surface’, 

about plastic pollution in the sea.  This is part of the Cornwall Climate Care series.  The 

film will be shown and then there will be an opportunity for feedback on the film, 

where canapes and drinks will be served.  The film after this will be on 5th February 

2027.  

Live Well for Less is booked in again for January.   

 

8. To Receive Group Updates, not elsewhere covered in the agenda  

Kate report that pallets were required to make the bug boxes, but it is important that 

the pallets are not treated.   

 

9. Finance: To receive updated ACE budget  

A finance report was provided.  The Clerk updated the Green Infrastructure budget with 

an additional £282 for the first of the guided walks.  

The Clerk advised that the Town Council had retrospectively approved £100 for the 

musician at the PEB event and requested a formal invoice so this can be settled.  The 
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group was reminded that all decisions about expenditure were required to take place in 

a public meeting.   

The Clerk was requested to check whether there was a £100 gate fee for My Group for 

the recycling of the blister packs. 

 

10. Items for Future Agendas 

None raised.  

 

11. To Agree the Date of the Next Meeting as Monday 5th October at 7pm 
This was agreed  
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8pm.  
 
 
 

Signed______________________________  Date____________________ 
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Meeting of ACE – 5th October 2026 

Item 5 - To Receive Information on the Great British Energy Community Fund and 
Consider Eligible Projects (deadline 12th November) 

 

Great British Energy (GBE) has announced two new funding opportunities designed to 
support the growth of community energy and strengthen collaboration between 
community energy organisations and public sector partners. These are:  

• The GBE Community Fund worth £20 million: offers grant funding to help 
community organisations across England, Wales and Northern Ireland to test, 
develop and build community-owned clean energy assets. Projects supported by 
this fund must demonstrate that the community will hold a defined legal and 
financial interest in the project, and that a defined share of project benefits will 
be retained for, or delivered to, the local community.  

• The new GBE Partnerships Grant for Local Authorities actively collaborating with 
their community organisations. This fund is worth £5 million. 

The Community Fund is worth £20million. You can apply if you are a community 
organisation set up to run energy projects for local benefit. You must be a legally 
constituted, incorporated community organisation based in England, Wales or Northern 
Ireland. Your project must be designed to be at least 50% community owned when 
operational. 

Funding is available at three stages: 

• Stage 1: Feasibility. Up to £40,000 to test whether your project idea is viable. 

• Stage 2: Development. Up to £100,000 to turn a viable idea into an investment-
ready project. 

• Stage 3: Capital. Up to £3 million, or 50% of total project value, to help a 
construction-ready project bridge remaining funding gaps. 

To progress, in the first instance contact the regional hub to discuss the projects 
and eligibility: 

• Greater South East Net Zero Hub 
Please contact community@gsenetzerohub.org.uk 

All details found here: https://communityenergyengland.org/funding/gbe-community-
fund-and-gbe-partnerships-grant/  

The Greater South East Net Zero Hub can help by: 

• Advising on project eligibility and suitability 
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• Providing technical guidance and support 

• Facilitating engagement between local authorities and community energy 
partners 

• Supporting project development and application preparation 

• Sharing lessons learned and examples of successful projects 

• Connecting organisations with peer learning opportunities and relevant 
resources 

If you are considering applying to either scheme, we encourage you to engage with 
the net zero hub as early as possible. Early discussions can help strengthen the 
proposal, identify potential challenges, and ensure the most is made of the support 
available. 

 

Full guidance is appended.  
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What is the Great British Energy Community Fund?
The Great British Energy Community Fund (GBECF) supports communities to develop 
and own clean energy projects.

It provides grant funding to help communities to test whether a project idea is viable,
develop it into a strong, investment-ready proposal, and secure funding to build the 
project.

The Fund supports projects that will create community benefits1, and help local people 
play an active role in the clean energy transition. GBECF supports projects across 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

How The Fund Works The Three Stages
GBECF is split into three stages:

Stage 1 Feasibility
To fund the initial feasibility assessment of a project.
Stage 2 Development
To fund the development of projects up to Final Investment Decision.
Stage 3 Capital
To partially fund construction of ready-to-build projects.

Each funding stage is assessed independently and has its own eligibility requirements, 
assessment criteria and funding limits. Applicants are not required to have received 
funding from a previous stage to apply. To be successful, applicants must demonstrate 
that they meet all the requirements for the funding stage they are applying to. Projects 
may apply for the stage that matches their readiness. Funding at one stage does not 
guarantee funding at any later stage. 

Who Can Apply?
Eligible applicants must be based in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, 2 be a legally 
incorporated community organisation of a type set out below and have a bank account
with two signatories on the account.

Eligible community organisation types:

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) 

Community Benefit Society (CBS or Bencom) 

1 Community benefits refers to the measurable social, economic and environmental value generated by a 
project for the local community, beyond the direct delivery of the energy asset itself. It ensures that 
communities not only host projects, but actively share in the outcomes, including influence over 
decisions, access to benefits, and a lasting stake in the value created.
2 The Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) offers developmental and financial support for 
projects located in Scotland.
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Community Interest Company (CIC) 

Co-operative Society 

Development Trust 

Pre-Commencement Society 

Incorporated Registered Charity 

Registered Social Landlord (see paragraph below about Local Authorities)

Registered Society 

Town, Parish or Community Council

In addition to being an eligible community organisation type, applicants should provide 
their most recent statutory annual accounts, ideally covering up to three years of 
financial performance. Where an organisation does not have statutory annual accounts 
available (for example, because it is recently incorporated), it will remain eligible to 
apply. In these circumstances, applicants must provide alternative evidence sufficient 
to demonstrate the organisation's financial position and ability to manage public 
funding.

As a minimum, applicants must provide:

either their most recent statutory annual accounts (where available) or 
alternative financial information, such as management accounts, draft financial 
statements, or a statement of assets, liabilities and income; and
information demonstrating the organisation's capability to manage grant funding 
and project expenditure.

Applicants may also be asked to provide supporting evidence where relevant, including:

evidence of relevant financial or project management experience within the 
organisation;
details of financial governance arrangements, including board or trustee 
oversight, financial controls and authorised signatories;
details of delivery partners, parent organisations, accountable bodies or other 
arrangements providing financial oversight; and
forecast budgets, cash flow projections or other financial planning information.

Applicants must demonstrate that they have appropriate financial management 
arrangements in place and can manage grant funding responsibly. Where GBE is not 
satisfied that these arrangements are adequate, the application may be rejected or 
funding may be made conditional on further assurances being provided.
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Assessment will consider the funding amount requested, the nature and complexity of 
the proposed activity and the financial risks involved. GBE will review the financial 
information and supporting evidence provided in the application form to satisfy itself that 
the organisation has the financial capacity and controls necessary to manage the grant 
appropriately. 

Application Windows & Timeline

The application window will open on Thursday 17th September 2026 and close on 
12th November 2026 at 11:55pm. 
All grant funding must be defrayed and claimed by 31st March 2028, unless you 
are a Stage 1 project that has requested payment in advance. 
There will be a single window with the possibility of further windows if funding 
remains available.

Requirements for Community Ownership and Benefits

GBECF supports projects that give communities a defined stake in clean energy projects 
and ensure that local people share in the decisions and benefits arising from those 
projects.

For the purposes of GBECF, a project must demonstrate both of the following:

Ownership: the community will hold a defined legal and financial interest in the 
project.
Benefit: a defined share of project benefits will be retained for, or delivered to, the 
local community.

Ownership

Applicants must demonstrate that the community organisation will hold a defined legal 
and financial interest in the project.

The community organisation must hold at least a 50% legal and financial ownership 
interest in the project company or project asset when the project is operational.  In the 
case of a project company, the legal ownership interest requirement means holding at 
least 50% of the issued share capital and voting rights in the company that will own the 
project assets. In all cases, the 50% financial interest requirement means being entitled 

3

Benefit

3 wnership interest is in one or more 
parts of a wider project, these legal and financial ownership requirements apply only to those parts and 
not to the wider project as a whole.
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Applicants must demonstrate that a defined share of project benefits will be retained for, 
or delivered to, the local community.

Benefits may include:

payments into a community benefit fund;
community shareholders receiving annual returns on share investments;
reinvestment of project income into local community activity;
reduced energy costs for community facilities or local beneficiaries;
funding for local services, energy advice, skills, training or other community 
priorities; or
other social, economic or environmental benefits delivered locally.

Applicants must explain:

what benefits will be delivered;
who will receive or manage those benefits;
how the level of benefit will be calculated;
when benefits are expected to arise; and
how the benefits will continue, where relevant, over the operational life of the 
project.

Benefits must be linked to the project and must be capable of being evidenced. General 
statements that the project will benefit the community will not be sufficient. 

Project Location

Applicants must have an existing relationship with the community that will host the 
project and receive its benefits. Applicants must demonstrate:

evidence of support from the local community, including how local people, 
organisations or stakeholders have been engaged in the development of the 
project; and
a clear mechanism through which project benefits will flow to that community, 
including who will benefit, the nature of those benefits, and how they will be 
delivered, retained or distributed locally.

Applicants must provide sufficient evidence to support these requirements. General 
statements that a project has community support or will deliver community benefits, 
without supporting evidence, will not be sufficient. The application form includes 
questions on community engagement, community involvement and community benefits 
that will be used to assess these requirements.
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Joint Applications

Joint applications are welcome, but you must specify a lead partner, and all partners 
must be an eligible organisation listed in this guidance. GBE will only enter into a Grant 
Funding Agreement with, and make grant payments to, the lead partner. The lead partner 
will be the organisation accountable to GBE for the delivery of the project, management 
of the grant funding, and compliance with the Grant Funding Agreement. Any liabilities, 
or other obligations arising under the Grant Funding Agreement will rest with the lead 
partner.

Applications From Local Authorities 

Other than Town and Parish Councils, Local Authorities are not eligible to apply for 
funding from the GBECF. However, for Councils located in England, they may wish to 
consider applying for the GBE Local Partnerships Grant, which is being piloted from
September 2026. 

Applications From Schools 

Applications cannot be accepted directly from schools. However, a community group 
can apply for funding to progress project infrastructure on school sites that provides 
wider community benefit. For example, the community surrounding a school may form a 
community group to progress a project on their school site, or an existing community 
group could do this.

Where a project is proposed on a school site, the applicant must provide evidence of the 

site access, ownership of the funded asset, operation and maintenance, use of 
generated energy, and distribution of community benefits. Funding will not be provided 
where the benefits are confined principally to the school and the wider community 
benefit requirement is not met.

Applicants Undertaking Their Own Feasibility Work 

Applicants may undertake feasibility work using their own staff and include these costs 
within their application. Where applicants propose to deliver feasibility work in house, 
they must be able to demonstrate that the individuals undertaking the work have the 
skills, experience and competence required. GBE may request evidence to support this.

Any day rates charged for in-house feasibility work must be reasonable, represent value 
for money, and be comparable to or lower than prevailing market rates for equivalent 
professional services. The scope and quality of work provided should also be 
comparable to that which could reasonably be obtained from an external consultant.
Applicants must clearly disclose any proposed in-house feasibility work and associated 
costs within their application.
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Applicants Who Have Already Received Stage 1 and Stage 2 Funding 

This section applies to projects that have previously received funding under GBECF or 
previous community energy fund schemes delivered by DESNZ, where the proposed 
application relates to the same or substantially similar project.

An applicant may apply for further funding in relation to a project that has previously 
received funding from GBECF or a previous community energy scheme delivered by 
DESNZ. GBECF will not provide funding to repeat, duplicate or replace activities that 
have been previously funded. Applications for further funding will be assessed on their 
merits, including whether the proposed activities are distinct from, and additional to, 
activities supported through previous grant awards, represent value for money, and 
justify further public funding.

Additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 applications in respect of a project which has already 
received Stage 1 or Stage 2 funding will be considered if it is clear that the remit of the 
project has significantly changed; for example, adding a new technology, increasing 
capacity, extending the project to additional assets or buildings, or undertaking further 
development work that was not included within the original funded project. Additional 
applications will not be supported where there is no material change in scope, 
circumstances or delivery requirements.

Additional applications should not be made to remedy poor quality work funded through 
a previous grant award. For example, applicants cannot seek further Stage 1 funding 
solely to repeat or improve a feasibility study that was not completed to an acceptable 
standard. However, funding may be sought to update or refresh an existing feasibility 
study where that study was completed to a satisfactory standard but requires updating 
before the project can progress.

Multiple Sites

Applicants may apply for funding for multiple sites as part of a single portfolio application. 
Where funding is sought for multiple sites, applicants must explain why the sites are 
being progressed together rather than as separate applications. This should include:

how the sites contribute to a common set of objectives;
how governance, delivery and risk management arrangements will operate across 
the sites;
how funding and resources will be allocated across the sites; and
why the portfolio approach represents better value for money than progressing 
the sites separately.

Each site included within an application must independently satisfy the eligibility 
requirements of the scheme. Applicants must not rely on stronger sites within a portfolio 
to demonstrate eligibility, deliverability, value for money, or strategic fit for weaker sites. 
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GBE may assess individual sites separately and reserves the right to refuse funding for 
an application if any site does not meet the requirements of the scheme, even where 
other sites included within the same application are fundable.

GBE may treat connected applications as a single application where GBE concludes that
projects or elements of a project could reasonably have been structured in a different 
way.

What Types of Projects Can Be Supported?
GBECF supports clean energy projects under community ownership. Eligible technology 
types at each stage of funding are listed below:

Type A - Stages 1 and 2 only - Clean Energy Assets

Anaerobic digestion (electricity generation)
Biogas heat network
Biomass heat network
Heat pumps (when combined with another eligible technology in this list)
Heat pump-fed heat networks (e.g. heat zoning for a village, when combined with 
another eligible technology in this list)
Hydropower
Ground mounted solar 
Rooftop solar 
Solar thermal
Wind power
Battery storage (when combined with another eligible technology in this list)

Stage 3 only Clean Energy Generation Assets

Anaerobic digestion (electricity generation)
Hydropower
Ground mounted solar 
Rooftop solar 
Wind power
Battery storage (when combined with another eligible technology in this list)

Type B Clean Energy Advice and Efficiency Projects (Stage 1 only)

Community energy advice services
Bulk buy retrofit for energy efficiency measures or clean energy technologies (for 
example insulation, heat pumps or solar panels)
Energy efficiency programmes for multiple households

Energy advice and efficiency projects are supported at early stages only and are not 
eligible for Stage 2 or Stage 3 funding. Funding cannot be used for the ongoing delivery of 
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advice services, routine operational costs, or the direct installation of energy efficiency 
measures.  Where proposals are primarily focused on large scale retrofit delivery or 
household upgrades, applicants should look at alternative funding routes, such as Warm 
Homes Plan funding. 

Applicants for Type B funding must identify the need or service gap that the proposed 
model is intended to address. This should include relevant existing provision, why that 
provision does not adequately meet the identified need, and how the proposed activity 
is additional rather than duplicative. GBECF will not fund development of a substantially 
duplicative service where an existing provider can meet the identified need to an 
appropriate standard and has sufficient capacity to do so.

Stage 1 Feasibility 

What Is Stage 1 For?

Stage 1 helps communities test whether a project idea is viable before spending 
significant time or money. 

What You Need Before Applying

Before applying to Stage 1, you must:

be an eligible applicant (an eligible community organisation with a verified bank 
account and two signatories on the account);
have a clear project idea and technology; and
have identified either a prospective site, or a credible shortlist of sites. 

How Much Funding Is Available?

At Stage 1, up to £40,000 is available per project, to fund the feasibility stages of 
projects. 

Stage 1 projects facing cashflow challenges can request that up to 25% of the 
grant award be paid upon evidence that costs have been incurred, but not yet 
defrayed.  
Your costs claimed from GBE should be exclusive of VAT, unless it is irrecoverable. 
VAT can make a big difference to costings, so be sure you understand whether 
your suppliers are charging you VAT or not in their quotes, and whether or not you 
can recover this VAT.
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Stage 1 - Eligible Expenditure 

Cost Category Eligible Expenditure
Conditions (in addition to 
costs being reasonable and 
proportionate)

Technical, legal 
and feasibility 
services

Technical feasibility studies, site 
assessments, site identification 
and option appraisal, high-level 
engineering advice, grid feasibility 
studies, planning and 
environmental advice, legal 
advice, outline financial 
modelling, business case 
development and procurement 
advice.

Costs must be directly linked 
to assessing project viability 
or developing the project 
towards a later stage.

Land, planning 
and consenting 
activity

Landowner discussions, 
preparation of Heads of Terms, 
early land access advice, early 
planning and consenting scoping, 
pre-application planning advice, 
environmental constraints checks 
and related professional advice.

Costs must relate to an 
identified site or shortlist of 
sites and be necessary to 
determine whether the 
project can proceed. Funding 
should not be used for 
speculative activity across a 
large number of unprioritised 
sites.

Community 
engagement

Events, workshops, surveys, 
consultation activity, 
communications materials and 
engagement with local 
communities, stakeholders, 
landowners or potential 
beneficiaries.

Activity must directly support 
project development, 
feasibility, local support, 
community ownership or 
community benefit 
arrangements.

Governance, 
ownership and 
project 
structure

Development of governance 
arrangements, ownership models, 
community benefit arrangements, 
shared ownership options, draft 
Heads of Terms, constitutional 
advice, preparation for community 
share offers and other 
documentation needed to develop 
the project structure.

Costs must be directly linked 
to developing the project and 
its community ownership, 
control or benefit 
arrangements. They must not 
relate to general 
organisational development 
unrelated to the project.

Financial and 
commercial 
development

Outline business planning, 
financial modelling, route-to-
market advice, revenue 
assumptions, match funding 
planning, investor or lender 
engagement, and assessment of 
project income and costs.

Costs must be necessary to 
assess project viability, 
affordability, value for money 
or readiness for further 
development.
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Project 
management 
support

Project management time, 
coordination of advisers, 
management of feasibility activity, 
development of project plans, risk 
registers, budgets and delivery 
documentation. This includes 
staffing costs incurred by the 
applicant organisation. Project 
management costs are limited to 
20% of a total claim. 

Costs must be proportionate 
to the scale and complexity 
of the Stage 1 activity and 
directly linked to delivery of 
the funded project.

Overheads

A reasonable and proportionate 
level of overhead costs may be 
included where directly 
attributable to project delivery.

Stage 2 Development

What Is Stage 2 For?

Stage 2 supports projects that are technically feasible and ready to be developed up to 
FiD (final investment decision). To apply for Stage 2, you must be an eligible applicant 
and have completed an initial feasibility study before applying for Stage 2 funding, and 
evidence of this will be requested. 

To Apply For Stage 2, You Must Have:

A completed feasibility study demonstrating that the project is suitable for further 
development;4

Evidence of community engagement and a basis for community support;
A clear proposal for how the project will be owned, governed and delivered; and
Identified the key development activities required before the project reaches 
investment readiness, such as planning, land agreements, grid connection, 
technical design or financial development.

How Much Funding Is Available?

At Stage 2, up to £100,000 is available per project, to fund development activities 
up to FiD.  
All Stage 2 grant funding must be defrayed and claimed by 31st March 2028. 

4 This does not need to have been funded through GBECF Stage 1. The feasibility evidence should be 
sufficiently current and detailed to demonstrate that the proposed technology and site are capable of 
further development. It should ordinarily address technical feasibility, indicative costs and revenues, site 
or land considerations, grid requirements where relevant, planning and environmental constraints, 
principal risks, ownership options and the proposed route to delivery. GBE may request an updated 
assessment where the evidence is materially out of date or relevant circumstances have changed.
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Your costs claimed from GBE should be exclusive of VAT, unless it is irrecoverable. 
VAT can make a big difference to costings, so be sure you understand whether 
your suppliers are charging you VAT or not in their quotes, and whether or not you 
can recover this VAT.

Stage 2 - Eligible Expenditure 

Cost 
Category

Eligible Expenditure Conditions (in addition to 
costs being reasonable and 
proportionate)

Technical 
design and 
engineering

Detailed technical design, 
engineering assessments, system 
design, technical studies, 
environmental surveys, site 
investigations and other technical 
work required to advance project 
development.

Costs must be directly linked 
to developing the proposed 
project towards investment 
readiness or delivery.

Planning, 
permitting 
and 
consenting

Planning applications, supporting 
surveys, environmental 
assessments, ecological studies, 
transport assessments, planning 
consultancy and other consenting 
activity.

Costs must be directly related 
to securing the consents 
required for project delivery.

Grid 
connection 
development

Grid connection applications, 
detailed connection studies, 
network modelling, technical 
advice, negotiations with network 
operators and associated 
professional support.

Costs must relate directly to 
progressing or securing a grid 
connection for the project.

Land and 
property 
arrangements

Option agreements, leases, 
easements, advanced land 
agreements, legal support, 
valuation advice and associated 
professional costs beyond initial 
heads of terms.

Costs must be required to 
secure the rights necessary to 
deliver the project. Land 
acquisition costs are not 
eligible.

Governance, 
ownership 
and legal 
structures

Governance development, legal 
advice, ownership structures, 
community benefit arrangements, 
shareholder agreements, 
constitutional advice, shared 
ownership arrangements and 
associated legal documentation.

Costs must directly support 
the development of the 
project's ownership, control 
and benefit arrangements.

Financial, 
commercial 
and 
investment 
development

Detailed financial modelling, 
business case development, due 
diligence, route-to-market advice, 
investment readiness activity, 
lender engagement, and 

Costs must be directly linked 
to securing project funding, 
demonstrating viability or 
preparing the project for 
investment and delivery.
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preparation of community share 
offers or other investment 
mechanisms.

Community 
engagement

Community consultation, 
stakeholder engagement, public 
events, communications materials 
and development of community 
benefit arrangements.

Activity must directly support 
project development, 
community ownership, project 
delivery or community benefit 
arrangements.

Project 
management 
and delivery 
support

Project management, programme 
management, coordination of 
advisers, management of 
development work, risk 
management, project reporting, 
and staff time incurred by the 
applicant organisation involved in 
eligible Stage 2 activities.

Costs must be proportionate 
to the scale and complexity of 
the project, directly 
attributable to Stage 2 
delivery, based on actual 
salary costs (including 
reasonable on-costs where 
applicable), and must not 
include any element of profit.

Overheads A reasonable and proportionate 
level of overhead costs directly 
attributable to Stage 2 project 
delivery.

Stage 3 Capital Funding

What Is Stage 3 For?

Stage 3 provides capital funding for a more limited number of projects that are fully 
developed and ready-to-build.

To apply for Stage 3, you must be an eligible organisation and your project must have:

completed development work, including technical feasibility and a complete 
financial case and business model;
planning permission in place, or will be in place prior to any grant funding 
agreement being offered;
a secured grid connection;
land access agreements signed;
a clear construction and delivery plan; and
confirmation of where third-party funding will be coming from.

Applicants must provide a sufficiently detailed financial model to enable GBE to assess 
the project's financial viability, funding requirement and residual financing gap. The 
financial model should, where relevant, include capital costs, operating and 
maintenance costs, replacement costs, generation assumptions, revenue assumptions, 
financing assumptions, debt, equity, community investment, taxation, VAT, reserves and 
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proposed returns. The model clearly demonstrate the project's financing gap and key 
sensitivities.

How Much Funding Is Available?

Up to £3 million per project (no more than 50% of total project capital costs).

All Stage 3 grant funding must be defrayed and claimed by 31st March 2028. 

Your costs claimed from GBE should be exclusive of VAT, unless it is irrecoverable. 
VAT can make a big difference to costings, so be sure you understand whether 
your suppliers are charging you VAT or not in their quotes, and whether or not you 
can recover this VAT.

The available funding is the maximum that can be awarded per project, and we anticipate 
most awards to be lower than this. Projects must bring in other funding (such as 
community shares, loans, or partner investment), and this must be evidenced as part of 
your application.

Stage 3 applications must be connected at distribution level, and may be subject to 
additional due diligence checks. This may include discussions with members of the GBE 
Local team and/or CGL team to better understand the proposed project, confirm 
information provided in the application, and complete standard grant assurance and due 
diligence processes. These discussions will not form part of the assessment or scoring 
process. They are intended to provide assurance that any proposed award can be made 
appropriately and in accordance with 

Stage 3 - Eligible Expenditure 

Cost 
Category

Eligible Expenditure Conditions (in 
addition to costs 
being reasonable 
and proportionate)

Capital 
equipment, 
construction 
and 
installation

Purchase, construction, installation and 
commissioning of renewable energy 
generation assets, storage assets, and other 
eligible community energy infrastructure. This 
may include equipment, materials, contractor 
costs, civil works, electrical works and 
installation costs.

Costs must be 
directly related to 
delivering the 
approved project 
and creating 
operational project 
assets and 
represent value for 
money.

21



16

OFFICIAL

Associated 
infrastructure

Infrastructure required to construct, connect 
and operate the project, such as grid 
connection works, cabling, substations, 
mounting structures, foundations, metering, 
monitoring equipment, control systems and 
other supporting infrastructure.

Costs must be 
necessary for the 
delivery and 
operation of the 
approved project 
and represent 
value for money.

Stage 3 funding cannot be used for:

ongoing operational costs;
costs already incurred before the grant is awarded; or
development costs, feasibility studies, business case development, project 
management, staff costs, legal services, financial advice, community 
engagement activities or general organisational overheads.

Additional Information

Commitments Made Before Award Is Given

Costs incurred, for any stage of funding, before the eligible expenditure date will not be 
funded. Applicants must also disclose any contract, purchase order or other 
commitment entered into before grant award.

Where an applicant has committed unconditionally to incur a cost regardless of the 
outcome of its GBECF application, this will normally indicate that the grant is not causing 
that expenditure and the cost will not be eligible.

Reasonable preliminary work undertaken to prepare an application does not necessarily 
demonstrate that the whole project would proceed without support, but application
preparation costs will not be reimbursed.

Subsidy Awards

Applicants must declare all public funding received, applied for, or expected to be 
received in relation to the project. The same eligible costs must not be funded more than 
once from public sources. GBECF is intended to complement, rather than duplicate, 
other sources of support. Information provided will be considered as part of funding-gap, 
duplication, cumulation and subsidy-control assessments. Applicants must 
demonstrate that the combination of public funding sources does not result in 
overcompensation or otherwise breach applicable subsidy control requirements.

All awards of funding will be subject to the which is primarily 
set out in the Subsidy Control Act 2022, but other regimes including, in some limited 
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obligations, may give rise to additional requirements. GBE will reject any application 
where it considers that a grant cannot be issued in compliance with relevant subsidy 
control rules.

In line with statutory requirements, any subsidy award exceeding £100,000 must be 
published on the Subsidy Transparency Database within three months of the signing of 
the grant agreement.

Windsor Framework 

Applications with a relevant connection to Northern Ireland will be screened to allow 
GBE to determine the applicable subsidy control regime. Applicants will be required to 
provide factual information about the applicant, project, economic activity, trading 
arrangements, production and sale of goods or electricity and relevant markets. 

Applicants should consider the activities of their business in its entirety when answering. 
Applicants will also be required to confirm relevant information about previous public 
funding and provide supporting information as part of the application process. 

Where Article 10 of the Windsor Framework does not apply and the Subsidy Control Act 
2022 applies, an award may be made under GBECF where all scheme requirements are 
satisfied.

Where Article 10 applies, an award will only be made where GBE has identified and 
verified an applicable State aid legal basis before the aid is granted. Availability of a legal 
route cannot be guaranteed and will depend on the beneficiary, funded activity, eligible 
costs, amount, technology and other aid received. Depending on the circumstances, 
legal routes may include de minimis aid or an applicable provision of the General Block 
Exemption Regulation (GBER). 
permits certain subsidies to be granted without prior notification to the European 
Commission, provided the subsidy satisfies certain conditions. For further information 
on GBER, including those conditions, please see here.                                        

Stage 1 and Stage 2 grants that engage the Windsor Framework will be made on a State 
Aid de minimis basis, meaning the applicant will need sufficient de minimis headroom to 
receive the subsidy. For Stage 3 funding, GBE funding can cover only part of the total 
eligible project costs. Applicants must provide evidence of how the remaining costs will 
be funded, for example through community share offers, commercial lending, partner 
investment, organisational reserves, or other non GBE funding sources. Where 
applicants propose to use funding from a public body, they must clearly identify the 
source and demonstrate that it is compatible with applicable subsidy control 
requirements.
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Subsidies of Particular Interest

GBECF will not be used to award subsidies which constitute of Particular 
Interest regime. Before award, GBE will consider the 
proposed grant together with any related subsidies in accordance with the legislation 
and statutory guidance in force at the relevant time.

Applicants must provide information about relevant subsidies received by the enterprise 
and any enterprises under common control. Where the proposed award would cause the 
applicable Subsidy of Particular Interest threshold to be met, the award will not be made 
under GBECF. 

Connected Parties and Indirect Beneficiaries

Applicants must identify all organisations that may receive a direct or indirect economic 
benefit from the grant funded project. This may include the grant recipient, asset owner, 
project company, commercial developer, investor, landowner, connected supplier or 
contractor, and any party receiving project rights, intellectual property or services on 
favourable terms.

Applicants must disclose:

ownership and control arrangements;
the flow of grant and other project funding;
contractual payments;
rights to project income and assets;
financing returns;
connected party relationships; and
any non-cash economic advantage.

A supplier paid a reasonable market price will not normally be treated as receiving the 
subsidy because it supplies the project. However, GBE will consider whether a 
commercial or connected party receives a material advantage on terms that are more 
favourable than market terms and decide not to provide a grant on this basis.

Additionality and Need for Funding

An application will only be eligible for funding where the applicant demonstrates that the 
grant will bring about a material change that would not occur without GBECF support. 
Applicants must explain what would most likely happen without the grant, including 
whether the proposed activity or project would proceed at the same time, scale, scope 
and ownership structure.

An application will not qualify because grant funding would make the activity cheaper, 

finance that is reasonably available on acceptable terms.
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GBECF supports new and incremental activity that is directly attributable to the 
approved project. Funding will not be provided for ordinary operations, business-as-
usual activity, routine organisational functions or general organisational costs that 
would be incurred irrespective of the project. Staff costs, internal project-management 
costs and overheads are eligible only where permitted for the relevant funding stage, 
directly attributable to the funded activity, necessary to deliver the approved outputs and 
supported by appropriate evidence.

Stage 1 and Stage 2 funding may cover up to 100% of eligible project costs, subject to the 
applicable funding cap. This is a maximum intervention rate and not an entitlement to 
full funding. In determining the appropriate level of funding, GBE will consider resources 
reasonably available to the applicant to support the proposed activity.

How The Stage 3 Grant Amount Will Be Determined

To determine the Stage 3 grant amount, GBE will consider:

verified eligible capital costs;
resources reasonably available from the applicant;
community shares or other community investment that can reasonably be raised;
commercial debt that the project can reasonably support;
equity, developer or partner finance reasonably available;
other public funding;
expected project revenues, costs and reasonable reserves; and
the effect of alternative financing structures on substantive community 
ownership and community benefit.

A Stage 3 grant will only be considered where a residual financing gap remains after these 
sources have been taken into account. The grant will be limited to the minimum amount 
required to enable the identified change in the investment decision. The presence of 
match funding does not, by itself, demonstrate that GBECF funding is necessary. 
Applicants must demonstrate that a residual financing gap remains and that GBECF 
funding is required to bring about the identified change in the investment decision. A 
project will not qualify for Stage 3 funding where the evidence demonstrates that the full 
project costs could reasonably be financed without GBECF support while delivering 
materially the same project at the same time, scale and level of community ownership 
and community benefit.

Applicants must disclose any current or previous material commercial interest in the 
project, site, asset or development opportunity. Applicants must explain the status of 
that interest, what funding or support has been proposed and why GBECF funding 
remains necessary. GBE will take this information into account when assessing 

25



20

OFFICIAL

additionality, the financing gap and whether reasonably available private finance could 
enable the project to proceed without GBECF support.

The maximum funding limit is a ceiling, not a standard award. Applicants must request 
only the minimum amount necessary to enable the proposed activity or project to 
proceed in the manner described in their application. The amount awarded will be the 
lowest of:

the amount requested;
the applicable stage cap;
the reasonable eligible costs of the approved activity;
the evidenced residual funding requirement; and
the minimum amount required to bring about the material change identified in the 

GBE may offer a lower amount where the evidence demonstrates that a lower award 
would be sufficient. GBE will not offer a reduced amount where this would make the 
approved project undeliverable or prevent the identified outcome from being achieved.

Financial viability

Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they have appropriate financial 
management arrangements in place and are financially viable. GBECF is not a rescue or 
restructuring scheme and funding will not be provided where the proposed award would 
constitute prohibited rescue or restructuring support.

including information relating to insolvency proceedings, financial distress, going-
concern issues or restructuring activity, where relevant to the assessment of the 
application.

GBECF funding must also not be used to fund fines, penalties, remediation costs, 
environmental liabilities or other legal obligations that the applicant, beneficiary or 
another responsible party is already required to meet under applicable law.

Responsible Sourcing

As a publicly owned energy company with purpose, we know that delivering on our 
mission depends not only on what we and our partners achieve, but on how those 
outcomes are achieved. We see responsible business conduct, including human rights 
and environmental due diligence, and consideration of social and environmental value, 
as integral to impact: it influences whether clean energy deployment genuinely supports 
good jobs, whether supply chains are resilient and ethical, and whether the benefits of 
the energy transition reach the communities and places that need them most, including 
respect for human rights throughout our activities and partnerships.
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Social value - fair work, skills and communities   

Promoting social value is fundamental to GBE. We encourage projects to support high 
quality jobs and a skilled workforce, including through supporting entry-level placements, 
employability programmes and other opportunities that are proportionate to the 
applicant o -based factors into 
account, and work collaboratively with regional and local skills and education providers 
and partnerships. We also encourage high quality, safe and fair work, with decent 
conditions, fair pay and constructive industrial relations, alongside meaningful 
community engagement that demonstrates how local voices have been heard, reflected 
in project design and supported through plans for ongoing engagement and community 
benefit. 

Human Rights and Ethical Supply Chains

GBE is committed to ethical supply chains and preventing human rights abuses, 
including modern slavery, forced labour, and human trafficking. We have ambitions to 
become a sector leader in ethical supply chains, and are embedding ethical standards 
across GBE, at the board and operational levels, and through the delivery of the Local 
Power Plan. 

However, the technologies we rely on such as solar and batteries - are embedded in 
global systems where perfect traceability and zero-risk sourcing do not exist yet. Small-
scale projects face a particular disadvantage: they are exposed to the same modern
slavery supply chain risks as larger projects yet are far less able to mitigate them. Smaller 
buyers typically lack the leverage to influence suppliers and the capacity to carry out 
resource-intensive due diligence or secure deep supply chain transparency. GBE 
recognises these challenges and is committed to helping smaller buyers tackle them in 
a practical and proportionate way.

Environmentally Sustainable Sourcing 

GBE encourages projects to take a practical and proportionate approach to 
environmentally sustainable sourcing and development, including by considering 
opportunities to reduce energy use and carbon emissions across their operations and 
supply chains, increase the use of recycled materials where appropriate, and minimise 
wider environmental impacts.

Responsible Sourcing Conditions and Support Package

GBE will provide a package of awareness-raising and capacity-building support. This will 
include webinars and written guidance designed to raise awareness of ethical and 
sustainable supply chains and responsible business practices. 
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Successful applicants will be expected to engage with this support and consider how the 
learning could be applied to their project and future activities, in a way that is 
proportionate to their role, capacity and local context.

responsible sourcing across projects. These conditions are proportionate and pragmatic, 
to reflect the particular challenges faced by small-scale projects.  In the case of solar 
projects, for example, applicants will need to demonstrate that their chosen supplier(s) 
use manufacturers that are members of the Solar Stewardship Initiative (SSI) or, provide 
equivalent levels of ESG assurance. 

These conditions do not replace existing legal or regulatory obligations. GBE expects all 
applicants to comply with all relevant laws and with internationally recognised minimum 
standards for workers' welfare and employment conditions, including those established 
by the International Labour Organization (ILO), and to operate in accordance with the 
United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.

Compliance with these conditions will be a requirement for receiving funding under the 
Scheme. Where there is evidence of unethical labour practices within an applicant's 
operations or supply chains, GBE will take appropriate action. Depending on the 
circumstances, this could include requiring remediation of identified issues, suspending 
funding, or, where necessary, terminating agreements.

Specifically, applicants will be able to provide a narrative on their responsible sourcing, 
social value and environmental strategies. For earlier stages of the Fund, applicants may 
provide proposed or developing strategies. By Stage 3, applicants will be expected to 
provide a more confirmed position. These questions will not be assessed. Instead, they 

inform the design of capability-building support.

Environmental Considerations 

Heat generation and heat network projects must demonstrate that the proposed project 
is expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions compared with a credible fossil fuel or 
other relevant counterfactual. Applicants must identify the proposed energy or fuel 
source, the relevant counterfactual and the evidence or assumptions supporting the 
claimed reduction.

Battery storage is eligible only where it is combined with another eligible clean energy 
technology and forms an integral part of that project. Applicants must explain:

how and when the storage will charge and discharge;
how it supports the associated clean-energy generation;
any expected flexibility, network or local energy system benefit; and
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the basis of any claimed environmental benefit.

Installation of storage capacity will not, be treated as evidence of environmental benefit.

Monitoring, Reporting & Learning
Successful applicants will enter into a Grant Funding Agreement with defined 
deliverables and conditions. GBE Local (via its delivery partner, CGL, which is part of the 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) will monitor progress primarily by 
reviewing these deliverables. Examples of deliverables might include a feasibility study 
report, partnership agreements, evidence of community engagement, etc., depending 
on stage. Payment of claims must be accompanied by proof of completion of 
deliverables and evidence of defrayal of project costs. If a project fails to deliver or 
significantly deviates, GBE reserves the right to withhold further funds, terminate the 
Grant Funding Agreement and/or claw back funding, as per standard grant conditions.

All grant recipients will be expected to participate in knowledge sharing and evaluation. 
Shared learning may involve providing a short case study about your project and 
outcomes or joining peer learning sessions where you share experience with other 
projects. This helps ensure the benefits of the grant extend beyond individual projects.

Grant recipients must provide regular progress updates, and final project reports aligned 
to agreed outputs. 

Typical deliverables for each stage include:

Stage 1: feasibility study or equivalent, 
Stage 2: development outputs (e.g. business case, planning progress, legal 
agreements)
Stage 3: evidence of delivery and construction progress.

Monitoring will be output-focused, with proportionate reporting requirements.
Recipients may also be required to provide follow up data for up to 5 years following the 
grant funded activity to support evaluation of project delivery outcomes, renewable 
capacity enabled and community benefits delivered.

, to evaluate the overall 
impact of the programme, for example:

number of projects supported, 
renewable energy generation capacity installed, 
value of Community Benefit Funds delivered.
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Support Available & Contact Information
There are five Local Net Zero Hubs across England that provide free support and advice 
to community energy projects.

North East & Yorkshire,
North West,
Midlands, 
South West, 
Greater South East

These Hubs can provide pre-application advice and feedback, support project scoping 
and development, connect applicants with technical expertise and delivery partners,
and facilitate peer learning and knowledge sharing.

Applicants based in Wales and Northern Ireland can access additional support from 
relevant regional and national organisations working in community energy and local 
decarbonisation. This includes the Welsh Government Energy Service (WGES) in Wales 
and Advice NI in Northern Ireland. 

These organisations can provide early-stage advice and project development support, 
help applicants navigate local policy, planning, and funding landscapes and connect 
projects with local partners and expertise.

Applicants in these regions are encouraged to engage with appropriate support bodies 
as early as possible to strengthen their proposals and ensure alignment with local 
delivery contexts.

GBE Local & Central Loans and Grants Team

The GBECF is administered by the Central Grants & Loans (CGL) team, which is part of 
the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero. Formal queries relating to the 
application process (deadlines, submission routes, and forms) should be directed to 
Localgrants@gbe.gov.uk

Applicants should refer to the official GBE Local webpage for up-to-date information, 
FAQs, and guidance. 

Funding Conditions & Grant Parameters
All funding is provided as a grant and awarded on a competitive basis. In limited and 
exceptional circumstances, GBE may agree to make an advance payment of up to 25% 
of a Stage 1 grant where an applicant can demonstrate that it does not have sufficient 
cashflow to meet eligible project expenditure pending reimbursement. Requests for 
advance payment will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be supported by 
financial evidence satisfactory to GBE, which may include bank statements, cashflow 
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forecasts or other information requested by GBE. The provision and amount of any 
advance payment will be at GBE's discretion and may be subject to additional conditions.

Any payment made in advance of defrayal will only relate to costs for which there is 
evidence that eligible work has been completed, and a liability has been incurred, for 
example through invoices for completed work. Applicants must provide evidence,
satisfactory to GBE, that the expenditure has subsequently been defrayed. All 
expenditure supported through advance payments will be subject to a full verification 
check at the time of the next claim, and GBE reserves the right to recover funding where 
satisfactory evidence of defrayal is not provided.

In appropriate cases approved by GBE, grant funding may cover costs incurred by the 
project company in which the community organisation holds an interest.  Where this is 
the case, GBE will need to be satisfied that any third parties with an interest in the project 
company (e.g. other shareholders) are making suitable analogous contributions to the 
project company, to avoid those third parties receiving an undue indirect benefit from 
GBECF.  GBE would assess any proposal that GBECF covers the costs of project 
companies at the due diligence stage, and GBE may reject such a proposal at its 

judgment the type of arrangements detailed 
above in respect of third parties would be insufficient.

Applicants should ensure they have sufficient cashflow arrangements in place to meet 
project expenditure before grant funding is claimed. GBE recognises that cashflow can 
be challenging for some organisations and will discuss payment profiles and milestone
arrangements with successful applicants as part of grant award discussions. Any 
payment arrangements must remain consistent with the requirements governing the 
proper use of public money.

Applicants should seek competitive quotes (best practice is to obtain three quotes)
where feasible or provide clear justification where this is not possible. Applicants are 
also required to demonstrate that costs are reasonable and proportionate to outputs.

Where fewer than three quotes are obtained, applicants must provide a clear 
explanation. Acceptable reasons may include:

there are a limited number of suppliers able to provide the required goods or 
services;
the work requires specialist expertise that is only available from a small number 
of providers;
an existing supplier must be retained for technical compatibility, continuity or 
warranty reasons;
genuine attempts were made to obtain additional quotes, but no further 
quotations were received; or
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there are exceptional circumstances that make obtaining three quotes 
impractical or disproportionate.

Self-supply (e.g. community groups delivering work directly) is permitted where:

capability can be demonstrated;
costs are aligned with market rates (we reserve the right to request comparable 
quotes);
value for money can be evidenced;
any actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest are identified, declared and 
appropriately managed;
the arrangement does not provide an undue private benefit to any individual or 
organisation connected to the project. 

Grant recipients will be required to inform GBE about certain material changes to the 
project and their circumstances. In some situations, this might lead to GBE varying the
terms of the grant award, ceasing payments or recovering funding

How to Apply & Key Dates

Application Process

The GBECF will be open for an initial application window, with separate application forms 
for each stage (Stage 1, Stage 2, and Stage 3). GBE may consider opening subsequent 
application windows if funding remains available.

Key steps:

Step Event Details

1
Check 
eligibility & 
prepare

Ensure your organisation and project meet the eligibility 
criteria.

2
Complete the 
application 
form

Provide information on: organisation and governance; 
project scope and activities; community benefit; costs and 
delivery plan; and alignment with assessment criteria.

3
Submit by the 
deadline

Applications must be submitted via the designated portal 
before the window closes on 12th November 2026, 
11:55pm. Late or incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. Applications received within an application 
window will be assessed together and funding decisions 
will be made following the close of the window.

4
Assessment & 
decision

Applications will be considered through the following 
stages: 

1. Completeness and eligibility check: Confirmation that 
the applicant and project meet all mandatory eligibility 
requirements. 
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2. Scored assessment: Assessment against the published 
stage-specific criteria. 

3. Moderation and ranking: Moderation of scores, 
application of minimum fundable standards, and ranking 
and allocation in accordance with the allocation 
methodology. 

4. Due diligence: Verification of legal status, financial 
capacity, project information, subsidy control compliance, 
ownership arrangements, costs, match funding, and other 
material information. 

5. Grant award: Agreement of the final award, deliverables, 
payment profile, and Grant Funding Agreement.

How Applications Are Assessed

Applications at all stages are assessed competitively.

Proposals that do not meet essential criteria around eligibility and subsidy control 
cannot be funded and will not be fully assessed. Due to the competitive nature of the 
scheme, not all eligible applications will be funded.

Assessors will award a score from 1 to 5 for each scored question in the application form 
based on the quality of the response, supporting evidence provided, and alignment with 
the published assessment criteria.

In order to be fundable, an application must receive a moderated score of at least 3 in 
each assessment area. An application receiving a score of 1 or 2 in any assessment area 
will not be recommended for funding, irrespective of its overall weighted score.

Important Information Regarding the Process

The fund will be open for applications during a single application window. If 
funding remains available at the end of this period, GBE may consider opening 
subsequent application windows.
The size of the Fund is discretionary and is finite in size. GBE reserves the right to 
increase or decrease the size of the Fund at any time and for any reason. 
GBE reserves the right to extend the years of allocation at any time and for any 
reason.
GBE may shorten or extend application windows and may decide to open further 
application windows until available funding is exhausted. 
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GBE reserves the right to reject an application if an applicant refuses to disclose 
any information requested or does not provide information in a timely manner as 
requested. 
GBE reserves the right to offer an applicant a lower grant amount than that applied 
for. 
The Fund and grant funding awards from it are discretionary. There is no 
automatic entitlement to an award of funding or funding in the amount asked for. 
GBE reserves the right not to accept any application and not to make any grant 
and reserves the right to cancel the Fund before it has completed (whether in 
whole or in part) or at any time before any Grant Funding Agreement GFA is 
agreed and executed. 
Until a GFA (grant funding agreement) is agreed and executed, GBE will not be 
responsible for, nor will GBE make any commitment in respect of, costs that 
applicants may incur. Applicants are advised that they should not make any 
irrevocable commitments to incur project expenditure in reliance on funding by 
GBE at any point prior to finally executing a GFA. 
GBE is under no obligation to provide feedback to any unsuccessful applicant. 
However, applicants that are rejected at any step of the process outlined in this 
Guidance may request feedback and GBE may (at its discretion) provide feedback 
to the applicant based on summary comments from its assessment. There is no 
set appeals process and GBE is not responsible for any costs associated with any 
application. 
Applicants will remain responsible for all costs and expenses incurred by them, 
their staff, and their advisers or by any third party acting under their instructions 
in connection with this competition. For the avoidance of doubt, GBE is not liable 
for any costs or expenditure resulting from any cancellation or amendment of this 
competition. 
Reasons for decisions in respect of applications will be recorded at all stages for 
the purposes of good administration and to ensure that there is a clear audit trail 
for all decisions. Administrative records will be maintained for all applications 
irrespective of whether they are successful or not.
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Annex

Annex 1 Assessment and Decision Making 
Score Description
1 The response does not adequately address the question. Significant 

weaknesses, omissions or concerns remain. 

2 The response addresses the question only in part. Important 
information is missing, unclear or insufficiently explained. 

3 The response adequately addresses the question and provides 
sufficient information for assessment. Any weaknesses are not 
material. 

4 The response addresses the question well and provides clear, relevant 
and convincing information.

5 The response addresses the question comprehensively and provides 
clear, convincing and well-supported information.

Applications will be assessed against the published assessment criteria set out in this 
guidance. Each scored question within the application form will be awarded a score 
between 1 and 5 based on the quality of the response and supporting evidence provided. 
Question scores will be combined to produce scores for each assessment area, which 
will then be weighted to reflect their importance to the objectives of the Fund. 
Applications must receive a moderated score of at least 3 in each assessment area; an 
application receiving a score of 1 or 2 in any assessment area will not be recommended 
for funding, irrespective of its overall weighted score, and will be removed from the 
process.

The allocation processes for Stage 1 and Stage 2 will ensure Northern Ireland, Wales and 
the five Local Net Zero Hub regions in England each receive a minimum level of 
funding. For each of these Stages, funding will initially be allocated on a region-by-region 
basis to the applications that remain in the process, allocating to the highest scoring 
applications from each region first, followed by the next highest, until the portion of the 

The remaining funding budget 
for each Stage will then be allocated on an all regions basis, again allocating in 
descending score order to applications that remain in the process until the funding 
budget is exhausted. GBE will be able to transfer any unallocated funding budgets for 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 between regions and between these Stages. Funding for Stage 3 will 
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be allocated to applications that remain in the process in descending score order until 
the Stage 3 funding budget is exhausted.

Where two or more applications receive the same overall weighted assessment score 
and there is insufficient funding to support all of them, Great British Energy will apply the 
following tie-break sequence:

The application with the higher score for Project Viability and Deliverability
If applications remain tied, the application with the higher score for    
Community Ownership and Benefit.
If applications remain tied at this stage, the application requesting the lower 
amount of funding will be funded. 

Applications recommended for funding following assessment will be shortlisted for due 
diligence. Shortlisting does not guarantee funding and does not create any entitlement 
to receive funding. Applicants recommended for funding must successfully complete all 
due diligence checks before any funding offer can be made, and all funding offers are at 
the discretion of GBE. Applications that are not shortlisted for due diligence will be 
notified of the outcome of their application and may receive feedback. 

Great British Energy reserves the right to offer a lower amount of funding than requested, 
where considered appropriate, and any funding offer will remain subject to completion 
of due diligence and agreement of a Grant Funding Agreement. 

As this is a competitive fund with limited available budget, applications are encouraged 
to demonstrate a strong and compelling case across all assessment areas.
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Annex 2 - How to Apply 
Online portal applications must be submitted via the online application portal, available 
here. When completing the first stage of the application, organisations will be able to 
create a login and an application reference which will be used throughout all stages of 
the application. The individual who submits the first stage of the application must be the 
individual submitting all stages of the application as their email address will be used to 
access the site. 

individual who submits the first stage of the application should be monitored for 
communications related to the application. GBE is fully committed to ensuring 

questions are answered at each stage. If applicants require any further clarification or 
information relating to their application, please email LocalGrants@gbe.gov.uk and GBE 
will endeavour to respond as soon as possible. 

GBE Local will publish an online Q&A encompassing all questions asked, which will be 
located at https://www.GBE.gov.uk/funding/gbe-community-fund/.

Privacy Notice 

The Privacy Notice sets out how personal data will be processed. To continue with the 
application, the applicant must confirm that they have read the Privacy Notice. 

Disclosure of Information 

Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), UK General Data 
Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
(EIR)) in the event that a request for information is received. More information on the FOIA 
and EIR (including information on exemptions) can be found at: https://ico.org.uk/for-
organisations/. 

Applicants are required to co-operate with GBE in the provision of such information 
Great British Energy (GBE) is subject 

to a range of legal obligations relating to information and data handling, including the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), UK General 
Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 (EIR).
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Applicants may be required to provide information to support GBE's statutory reporting 
and disclosure obligations and are expected to co-operate with reasonable requests for 
information.

Where GBE receives a request for information pertaining to an application, applicant,
project of third party, it will consider the request in accordance with the applicable 
legislation and will determine whether any information should be disclosed or withheld. 
Further information about FOIA and EIR can be found on the Information Commissioner's 
Office website.
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Annex 3 -

Can I save the application as I go? 

Yes, you can save the application responses as you work on the application. You can 
view progress against different sections of the application form which will show as 
completed, in progress or not started.

I haven t received the account confirmation email

Check your spam folder. Add the portal email address to your safe senders list. The 
address is noreply@GBECFgrant.energysecurity.gov.uk. You can then get the 
confirmation email to be resent by logging in again. If you think you may have mistyped 
your email address when creating your account, contact localgrants@gbe.gov.uk

I have forgotten my password 

Use the forgotten password link on the login page.

My account is locked out

You may have entered an incorrect password too many times. If you know your password, 
wait for 10 minutes then try logging in again. You may not have an account associated 
with the email address you are trying to login with. Use the forgotten password link on the 
login page. 

I am unable to create an account

You may already have an account, possibly from another scheme. Log in using the details 
you used to create the account originally. If you have forgotten your password, use the 
forgotten password link on the login page.

I am unable to log in

The email address you are entering on the login page may not match the email you used 
to create an account. Create an account via the link on the login page. 

I am unable to complete the two-factor authentication stage when logging in

Log in using a recovery code: 

1. Log in using your usual email address and password 
2. When asked for a two-

3. Enter a recovery code when asked. 
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You should now be logged in to your account If you did not make a note of your recovery 
codes when you first created your account, or you have lost them, contact 
LocalGrants@gbe.gov.uk. 

After logging in with a recovery code, reset your authentication method:

1.
2. -
3.
4.

account for the portal in your authenticator app (as you did when you first created 
your account).

When complete, you will be able to use your authenticator app codes to log in as before 
If you did not make a note of your recovery codes when you originally created your 
account, or you have lost them, it is recommended that you generate and make a note of 

-
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ACE FINANCIAL REPORT (to 29th September 2026) 

 

There was no revenue budget from the precept allocated for 2026/2027.  The ACE underspend 

from 2025/2026 was transferred to earmarked reserves for use by ACE 

 

ACE Earmarked reserves: 

Existing Earmarked reserves balance      £909.00 

Underspend from 2026/2027       £4,710.85 

TOTAL General Budget       £5,619.85 

 

Income 01/04/26 to date:  

16/04 Blister Pack Donations       £64.42 

15/05 & 29/05 Blister Pack Donations     £113.38 

10/07 & 21/07 Blister Pack Donations     £123.27 

03/08 & 11/08 Blister Pack Donations     £38.67 

09/09 and 25/09 Blister Pack Donations     £47.76 

Total donations £387.50 

 

Expenditure 01/04/26 to date: 

Starlings Transport (blister packs) 09/04     -£61.22 

2no. Eco plastic charity collection boxes     -£21.97 

100no. tamper proof ties       -£10.50 

Starlings Transport (blister packs) 27/05     -£68.26 

Hoops for recycling table       -£23.75 

Gazebo         -178.29 

Starlings Transport (blister packs)16/07     -62.07 

Total Expenditure £426.06 

Balance of General ACE Earmarked Reserves    £5,581.29 

 

Earmarked Reserves (ACE Events): 

Opening Balance 01/04/26       £669.25 
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Income (PowerStation)       £70.83  

Income (PowerStation)       £87.50   

Expenditure (PowerStation)       -£175.00 

Expenditure (PEB – Printing)       -£30.00 

Expenditure (PEB – Refreshments)      -£6.50 

Expenditure (Under the Surface – licence)     -£50.00 

Expenditure (PEB Music – to be paid)     -£100.00 

Balance of ACE Events       £466.08  

         

Projects 

Green Infrastructure Grant (Nature Trail) 

Grant Income         £5,000.00 

Expenditure 

S&M Supplies (Comm Shed 25.26)    -£227.55 

S&M Supplies (Comm Shed 09/04 and 16/04)  -£207.10 

Birdboxes (materials) 29/07     -£60.00 

S&M supplies 11/08 Weld Mesh    -£30.85 

1st Nature Walk      -£289.00 

Green Trail Website       -£285.99 

Total Expenditure £1,100.49        

 

Balance         £3,899.51 

Veolia (allotment project) 

Grant Income         £725.00 

Enviromesh 06/07      -£116.47 

LBS Horticulture      -£174.12 

Pea & Bean Tunnel      -£39.14 

Balance         £395.27 

 
Green Infrastructure s106 
Projects agreed: 
 
Swift Streets      £1,913.00 
Wildflower Creation Areas    £1,223.65 
Improvements to OSY and other open spaces £698.00 
Low hedge planting at Mileham Drive  £2,096.06 
TOTAL       £5,930.71 
 
Income has not yet been received for these projects.  Broadland District Council will pay on receipt 
of valid invoices.   
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